











Natural Resources



NATURAL RESOURCES APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

Recognizing that our state is facing unprecedented economic challenges, the Natural
Resources budget focuses on the core missions of government and finding ways to
make government more efficient and effective.

This budget reflects the understanding that suspension of new debt for the coming
year and elimination of many vacant positions will help protect services to Floridians
in this important segment of state government.

The limited amounts of federal stimulus dollars available to this budget area will be
used responsibly and with the knowledge of its temporary nature. Areas receiving
federal stimulus dollars include:

0 State Revolving Fund

0 Small Community Wastewater Grant Program

0 Diesel Emissions Control

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

The Department’s operating budget is funded at $318.5, consisting of $102.3 million
General Revenue and $216.2 million Trust Funds.

A reduction of 92 FTE is limited to vacant positions. This saves $3.7 million and it
protects the jobs of current agency personnel.

In order to protect current employees while making General Revenue available for other
priorities, $4.1 million in positions, salaries, and benefits will be paid out of various Trust
Funds, rather than General Revenue.

This budget also protects the funding for the Florida Agricultural Promotion Campaign.
Rather than reduce this function of the Department, $1.01 million will be paid out of
nonrecurring Trust Fund dollars.

Even in a constrained fiscal climate, this budget proposal funds Farm Share and Food
Banks at $525,000 which will help provide vital sustenance to needy Floridians.

The proposed budget also includes $2.7 million to help eliminate the backlog in
concealed weapons permit applications. This will help ensure the appropriate and
timely processing and delivery of concealed weapon or firearm licenses.



In order to maintain services and personnel critical to the agency’s mission, this budget
proposal increases the following fees to help mitigate a lack of revenue. These fees
include:

(0]

o
o
o

Weights and Measures Fee
Fertilizer Brand Registration Fee
Seed Fee

Pesticide Fee

Department of Citrus

Negligible reductions to vacant positions (8 FTE) help decrease the Department’s budget
by 0.4%, or $334,000.

Department of Environmental Protection
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The Department’s budget was crafted with a focus on maintaining its core
responsibilities of the agency while avoiding increased debt and the loss of employees.

The Department’s total proposed budget is $1.43 billion including:

(0]

(0]

$24.8 million in recurring General Revenue — This is more than to Fiscal Year 2008-09
funding of $24.6 million.

$1.4 billion in Trust Funds — This represents a decrease of (22%) from Fiscal Year
2008-09 funding of $1.8 billion.

$1.0 million in non-recurring General Revenue

The proposed agency budget includes 3,574 FTE. This budget proposal reduces only one
FTE position which will likely be absorbed elsewhere in the department.

Debt service for natural resource programs has been growing since 1990, and the total
for 2008 is $406.5 million. Due to current revenue challenges and the commitment to
restrain the growth in long-term debt, programs that rely on bonding such as Florida
Forever, are suspended in the proposed budget.

Environment Program Debt Service
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The suspension of increases in debt for bonded programs does not reflect a lack of
commitment to Florida’s natural resources. The Legislature has consistently funded
restoration and land purchasing programs when funding has been available and will
continue to fund them when it is fiscally prudent to do so.

Non-match federal stimulus dollars will be used to help fund the State Revolving Fund
Program and Small Community Wastewater Treatment Program. These funds are used
to help plan, design and construct drinking water, wastewater and storm water projects
throughout the state.

The Small County Wastewater Treatment Grant Program will also be funded at $13.6
million using Trust Fund dollars.

This proposal redistributes to General Revenue all of the revenues collected from the
sales and use tax that is currently distributed to the Ecosystems Management and
Restoration Trust Fund at $35.8 million. This represents dollars normally spent on water
projects.

In keeping with the goal of focusing spending reductions on debt and portions of trust
funded programs, rather than on services, $175.6 million is being transferred from the
Inland Protection Trust Fund to help address the enormous gap in General Revenue.
The remaining funds will be used for the Underground Storage Tank Program.

The proposed budget maintains the ability to fund the Beach Restoration Program up to
$12.2 million.

Solid Waste Disposal Fee

A solid waste disposal fee of $1.25 per ton will produce $25 million for General
Revenue.
0 Of the ten largest states in the United States, only Florida and New York do not
have a statewide solid waste disposal fee.
0 Of the eight Southeastern states making up EPA Region IV, only Florida and
South Carolina do not have a statewide solid waste disposal fee.
o The average surcharge from the large state list is $1.90 per ton.
o The average surcharge from EPA Region IV States is $1.29 per ton.

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

This agency’s budget proposal is designed, like other Natural Resources agencies, to
maximize responsible fund shifts to General Revenue by funding some personnel and
program areas out of Trust Funds. This allows the agency to maintain its core mission
and avoid the loss in actual law enforcement personnel.



e The proposed agency operating budget is $277.4 million including:
0 $36.5 million in General Revenue — This represents a decrease of 13.5% from Fiscal
Year 2008-09 of $42.2 million.
0 $240.8 million in Trust Funds — This represents a decrease of 14% from Fiscal Year
2008-09 funding of $280.1.

e Funding for Marine Mammal Care (Manatees) is directed to General Revenue. The
University of Florida Veterinary Medicine program will continue to receive funding in
the amount of $875,000.

e $2.5 million in red tide research is redirected to General Revenue.

The suspension of approximately one-half of vehicle and vessel replacement for the coming
year will save $1.1 million
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