POST-LEGISLATIVE SESSION 2009

ltés great to be home! The extend
concluded, and as you know, this has been a very difficult session for
both our state and its citizens. Despite the fact that the budget

dominated my time in Tallahassee this session, your District 53 office
was able to claim a few victories for Floridians.

Service-Learning, a teaching and learning strategy that I first filed in
2006, finally passed as an amendment to another education bill. | am
hopeful that Governor Crist will sign this bill into law.

Contamination Notification and Mangrove Protection both cleared
several hurdles in each chamber and are both ready and likely to be
passed in the 2010 session.

Contact Information

As the Ranking Democrat on the Energy & Utilities Policy Committee, ) )
| again pushed for legislation that would have provided our state with a ggg'ﬁégg‘gf}ice Building
new economic engine by creating a cleaner, greener Florida. Atatime 402 south Monroe St

when most states are moving forward with innovative policies, such as Tallahassee, FL 32399
feed-in tariffs, and are making real progress in adhering to a true Phone: 850-488-9337
renewable portfolio standard, Florida continues to be stuck in neutral. District Office:

As such, I led the House Democratic Caucus in imploring Speaker Larry 1700 66th Street N,

Cretul to consider a renewable energy package. Believing in renewable gggitzfgbur Lo,
energy, | fought againstthest at e senate pl an, h Bhofe: ohagat e
energy standard, which included nuclear power and coal gasification.

Unfortunately, despite all of our efforts, there was no renewable energy ~ Legislative Assistant

. Kevin Kin A
package this year, and none of th vernor 0
met. District Assistant:
David Flintom
When | wasndt working on the budge iR ate @@e\0 C

progressive legislation, my time was spent stopping bad things from Representatives Website
happening. Secret ballots in the work place were under attack. o
Insurance companies sought additional deregulation. Attempts were
made to interfere with our voting rights. The class-size amendment was
under attack again, with efforts to dilute the will of the people and

remove the vital funding associated with the class size amendment.

Even worse, was the effort at passing a late-filed amendment to allow ol
drilling in the Gulf 3- 10 miles off our shores. This amendment was
heard with almost no notice given
Fortunately, this amendment died.

| worked diligently to make the telecommunications bill more consumer friendly. For awhile, this
bill, dubbed the AConsumer Choice and Protec
allowed for a maximum rate hike, removed all regulatory power of the Public Service

Commission, and generally just put a strain on seniors, rural residents, and small businesses.

In committee, | was the lone NO vote. In council, only two of us voted NO. By the time this bill
was heard on the floor of the House, many of my recommendations were incorporated into the
final product, creating a bill which provided many of the consumer protections | was pushing for
and only some of the regulatory relief sought by the telecommunications companies.

Finally, | voted against a bad budget. Aside from the cuts in this budget which will hurt our most
vulnerable citizens, the budget included tax increases aimed at middle class Floridians. This
budget was built on short term fixes to | ong
going away, and that State economists do not
as Floridians, we can only hope that the short-term quick fixes implemented by Leadership do

not hurt our state in the long-term.

As always, please continue to contact my office with questions, concerns, or ideas.

Sincerely,
Rep. Rick Kriseman

PS: linvite you to become my friend on Facebookd click here to follow my legislative updates,
view my photos, and share your comments with me.

Excerpt from Lakeland Ledger on Floridaods B

APresented with that option with hundreds of
week with an eye toward the past, opting for slapdash first aid to tide the state over until the
tourists and construction workers rise again.

Instead of long-term fixes for loopholes in the state's sales and corporate taxes, lawmakers
agreed to raise money by nearly quadrupling the state's cigarette tax and expanding gambling.
They borrowed from savings accounts, even those that promised immediate economic benefits.
And they quietly took $5 billion in federal stimulus money that allowed them to barely maintain
education spending that has dropped in the p

Art Exhibition Opening Reception

at Creative Clay’s Gallery

crea :
tive Www.creativeclay.org

clay 1124 central Avenue, St.Petersburg, FL 33705

cultural arts center

Sunday, May 17, 5:30 - 8 pm.
Exhibition runs through June 30, 2009.

Sefual Assault ge;%g

Awareness Months Violence

IN OUR WORKPLACES

For the 8th consecutive year,
Florida Craftsmen and Family Service Centers
are teaming up against sexval violence!

“Denim Days Tampa Bay”
April ~ June, 2009

For the first time, Tampa Bay area community members, elected
officials, businesses and students unite to make a social statement
- with a fashion statement! Join the cause by donating $5 - $25
to support Family Service Centers, Inc, Pinellas County’s only
certified rape crisis treatment center.

THREE WAYS TO PARTICIPATE:

1) VISIT FAMILY SERVICE CENTERS anytime through June 30th between @ AM - 5 PM to donate
in person and receive a commemorative pin.

2) DONATE ONLINE at www familyservicecenters.org by clicking “Events” then “Denim Days”

3) BRING “DENIM DAYS" TO YOUR WORKPLACE by allowing your staff to purchase by donation
one special day (or multiple days) between April and June - and wear jeans to work! For more
details or materials, please email info@familyservicecenters.org or call (727)531-0482 x5244.

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here.
Questions or comments? E-mail us at david.flintom@myfloridahouse.gov or call 727-552-1380
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