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Introduction  

 

Farewell remarks offe r retiring members a 

unique opportunity to discuss their service in the 

Florida House of Representatives .  The speeches 

contained herein reflect the lessons learned after 

years of service.   The lessons of these speeches are 

universal:   keep your word, upho ld your principles, 

respect the institution, and build friendships, even 

when doing so is difficult.    

 

I am confident that current members of the 

House will look back on some of the speeches in 

this book fondly, as they served with these former 

members and are part of some of the stories.   I am 

also hopeful that newly elected members will use 

this book to learn about the process through 

interesting and relevant stories from the members 

whose seats they now hold.   Ultimately, this 

process is driven by its m embers.  This book and 

other projects like it serve to instill an increased 

degree of institutional knowledge in members of 

the House.   I am hopeful that you find this 

document useful.      

 

 

 

Leonard M. Collins  

Parliamentarian  

Florida House of Representat ives  

April 2008  
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òLeadership is really selfless courageéó 
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Farewell Remarks by  

Representative David Mealor  
 

        October 17, 2007 

 

Members, I õm very much aware of the 

psychology of separation, and I saw several of you 

looking around and saying,  òWhatõs he doing here?  

Hadnõt he already left?ó [laughter]  I õm going to 

paraphrase my fine friend from Palatka, when he 

told  you some time ago that what weõre talking 

about is important, but what I õm about to talk 

about is really important.  Because, me mbers, I 

have an opportunity to do something that I have 

not done since I was elected seven years ago, I have 

an opportunity to recognize the joy of my life.  And 

Iõve said, with the exception of my wife and the 

birth of my children, nothing has been  more 

important in my adult life ñnor more meaningful ñ

than the opportunity to serve in this Chamber and 

to serve with you.  But, right now, itõs my pleasure 

to introduce the Chamber to my wife, Laurie.  

Laurie, stand up. [applause]  Every time I go into 

Publix, I õm reminded by the people that come up to 

me, more vote for her than they do me, which is 

fine. [laughter]   

 

Iõm going to be rather brief in my comments, 

because one of the things that I have learned in 

this process is that absolutely nothing happens in 

isolation.  When I was elected in 2000 ñthe largest



Farewell Remarks  

4 

 freshman class ever because of term limits ñone of 

the things that I quickly realized is that because of 

my chronological age, my profession, and the age of 

my children, that, in terms of leadership in thos e 

things that all of us dream about, what will we be 

doing, how will we do things in the Florida House, 

the leadership issue was not a reality for me.  It 

just simply wasn õt in the cards.   

 

However, because of Speaker Feeney and 

because of Speaker Byrd, b ecause of Speaker 

Bense, and especially, because of you, Speaker 

Rubio, I have been allowed to do, by committee 

assignments, the things that I have loved in my 

adult life.  They õve allowed me to be involved in 

appropriations, and they õve allowed me to chai r 

Higher Education.  And somebody pointed out that 

since term limits, I õm the only person to chair the 

same committee in the Legislature for five 

consecutive years.  I õm incredibly grateful and 

thankful for that. [applause]  Thank you.   

 

I came up here wi th a very simple 

philosophy.  When I was first elected to local 

government in 1988, I was asked to bridge the 

community.  My wife õs family had been in that 

community since 1924.  It was going through a 

remarkable change; new people were coming in 

that didn õt respect or know the values of those that 

came before them.  I was very fortunate that I was 

able to do that.  But I had a very simple philosophy:  

I view the role of government and my role as an 
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elected official to be rather simplistic.  I thought 

that it was our responsibility to provide the most 

effective service in the most efficien t manner and 

stay out of peopleõs lives, and I have tried to do 

that.   

 

In this process, from 2000 to today, seven 

years later, I õve been very fortunate.  Iõve been able 

to take the two things that I care very much about: 

building the economic development base of the 

state of Florida, and how do we enhance higher 

education.  One of the things that I think I õve been 

successful in, that we have been able to convince 

people wi th your help, with your guidance, and 

with your advice to me ñhow do we truly link the 

importance of the innovation economy that this 

state will turn to by making sure that we elevate 

the higher education system in the state of Florida.  

In 2000, I started saying something and people 

justñtheir eyes would glass over.  And I said, òBut 

we cannot take this state  where it needs to go if we 

donõt elevate the University of Florida and at the 

same time view our community colleges as what 

they truly are.  Our commu nity colleges will be the 

backbone of the economic development of the state 

of Florida.ó   

 

But I õm going to digress for just a moment 

and tell you something that I learned in this 

process.  In 2001, my first session here, I was able 

to introduce six bills .  I was able to get six bills to 

the floor.  I was able to get the Governor to sign six 



Farewell Remarks  

6 

bills, and I did that because of my legislative aide 

that had joined me.  Julie Fess had worked in the 

Senate for nine years.  Her most recent assignment 

was working w ith the chair of the Senate 

Appropriations Committee.  She had an incredible 

knowledge base, and the one thing that she said is 

that I will not allow you to step forward with any 

idea that õs not important to a Senator.  That õs one 

of the things we know in this process.  Nothing 

happens in isolation.  We truly have to work as a 

team.  I was very fortunate in that, and some 

thought that was very nice, but they quickly 

pointed out to me that will never happen again.   

 

So, the next year, 2002 ñand, of course, i t 

was a gubernatorial election ñI had a remarkably 

good idea.  I had a remarkably good idea that I 

knew would help the state of Florida.  It would help 

our very best teachers, but a committee chair would 

not let that bill out of his committee.  The reason 

that he gave me, I think the kindest thing that I 

can say is, probably lacked fidelity in terms of why 

he wouldnõt hear that bill.  But, the one thing that 

youõve all been told ñknow your rules, because the 

rules are there to help you.  In our rule book, at the 

very end of the process, all rules are suspended, 

and I was able to go to the leadership and say, 

òThis idea is too important.  Will you let me hear 

it?ó  They said,  òIf you can get it waived and you get 

the Senate and all these people to sign off on i t, 

we'll hear it.  And, by the way, it has to be done by 

4:30.ó  That was at 3:05 p.m. I went back and forth, 
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and I literally didn't have a dry spot on me.  My 

shoes were wet from running back and forth.  But, 

at 4:35, I turned everything in.  The next mor ning, 

the equivalent of our now Policy & Budget 

Committee heard that bill.  It was signed the next 

week, and the Governor ran on that platform of 

helping our nationally board -certified teachers.   

 

When I came through that process, I quickly 

realized that nothing would have happened had I 

not had a lot of people helping me.  My first year, I 

was fortunate enough to be put on Appropriations.  

There was an issue that was very, very important 

to one of my colleagues that truly wanted to be in 

that arena.  He w as not selected, but he came to me 

with an idea that I thought was so important that 

it had to get done, and I made sure that got done.  

For the next six years, that person paid me back in 

more ways than I can ever count.  My district and 

my constituents a nd many people in the state of 

Florida have been the beneficiaries of that 

behavior.  I will always be grateful for that, and it 

taught me a very valuable lesson that if, in this 

process, we can convince our colleagues that there 

is something in it for the m, they will help you.  

Simultaneously, I had to be willing to listen to 

them and to make sure that their agenda and their 

items became important to me.   

 

We had an opportunity with a unique set of 

circumstances.  We have a gentleman from 

California here,  and we use your model for higher 
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education.  Even the compact that you have in 

place today, we're looking at in this state.  But the 

reality is to develop a second flagship institution in 

the state of Florida; the California model was no 

longer appropriat e simply because you could not 

find the resources to get that done.   

 

But I had an idea, and I borrowed it from the 

state of Georgia.  I'm reading, my wife and I are on 

vacation, we're in North Georgia mountains.  It's a 

Monday in October, and on the fron t page of the 

Atlanta paper there was an article about how the 

Governor signed a bill that would build a center of 

excellence to allow Georgia Institute of Technology 

and Emory University, a public and a private, to 

share the National Science Foundation gr ant to 

treat cancer.  He would build them a center of 

excellence.  I'm sitting there that evening thinking 

about this, and I realize ñnow, keep in mind, I have 

three degrees from the state of Georgia.  It can't be 

that difficult. [laughter]  A state with ou r 

resources, our diversity, should be second to none 

when we choose to prioritize certain items.  And I 

came up with a thought.  The state of Florida can 

do better with our economic development platform 

and our higher education system.   

 

It just so happen ed that, that following 

Saturday, [Senate] President Pruitt and I were 

being honored at Sea World by Special Olympics.  I 

ran this idea by him, and he said, òDavid, I think 

it's a good idea.  It's  going to be a very heavy lift.ó  I 
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started talking to my co lleagues.  Then, what we 

started to do is that we started to go outside the 

legislative process.  The economic development 

arms of the state of Florida started to own that 

process.  What I quickly realized is that this was no 

longer my idea; this was an id ea of others.  This 

was the idea of my colleagues, and they made it 

better.  I have to tell you that House Bill 1237 

[2006 Regular Session], I think, has dramatically 

changed the landscape in the state of Florida for 

where this state will go in the future.    
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Several weeks ago, the Florida Chamber 

sponsored the innovation economy.  What will it 

take for the state to develop an innovation 

economy?  And several of my colleaguesð

Representative Thompson, others ñwere there.  

What was so shocking to me and illuminating and 

gratifying is that right now, in this nation, the 

state of Florida, in terms of an innovation platform 

to launch where we want to go as a state, to 

diversify our economy, to create a future for our 

children that they can õt even dream about today, 

weõre second only to California.  We moved ahead of 

Pennsylvania, Michigan, Massachusetts, states 

with billion -dollar -plus investments.  We did that 

because this body and our Senate colleagues and 

our Governor saw that this was the d irection to go.   

 

I have to tell you that this past year, Speaker 

Rubio, you and your team, your leadership team, 

and President Pruitt took a remarkable step.  The 

Centers of Excellence legislation that you 

introduced and you brought forward is a direct 

result of what we passed here in 2006.  But what õs 

important about that is in terms of change in this 

stateõs dynamics.  The Center of Genomics at the 

University of Miami ñthink of what that will do in 

this state.  It õs remarkable.  My neighbor is a 

remarkab le professional person who had his career 

cut short because of MS.  That center has already 

found the cause; they will find the cure.  That õs one 

small aspect of where the lives of Floridians are 
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going to be very vastly improved because of what 

weõve done here. 

   

The reason I am thankful that you let me 

come to this well, Mr. Speaker, is the only time I õve 

stood here is when I õve offered prayers, and I have 

to tell you that the prayers that I've offered here ñ

Iõve often been moved by a passage in the Hebrew  

Bible, from Chronicles.  It õs referred to as òDavidõs 

Prayer. ó  What David does is he acknowledges to 

God that everything that we have ñour riches, our 

honors, our possessions, everything under the 

heavensñcomes from him.  And I know that as I 

start to wal k away from this process, my only 

prayer is that you will continue to have the success 

that I õve experienced.  These are difficult times, 

right now. Representative Sachs offered a beautiful 

prayer.  These are challenging times.  But, if you 

stop and think about that wall and reflect back, the 

cyclical history of Florida, this is not new.  This is 

not the last time, but, you know what?  We 

accepted those challenges and they present ed 

opportunities that we couldnõt see, and the state 

was better for it.  The s tate will be better for the 

discussions that we õre having today, the 

deliberations that we õll have in the next short 

period of time.   

 

As I walk away, I have been so blessed 

because so many of you in this room have reached 

out to me in friendship.  You õve allowed me to be 

successful.  You've allowed the people back in my 
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district to feel very good about what I õve been able 

to do up here.  But I õm smart enough to know I 

never did it by myself.  And hopefully, in terms of 

that friendship, I was able to recip rocate.  But, as I 

leave you right now, my prayer is that I only hope 

that God blesses you as He has blessed me.  Mr. 

Speaker, it õs an honor to serve with you.  I respect 

you and know the courage that each of you display.  

And a friend of mine, a person th at  I respect, said 

leadership is really selfless courage.  So many in 

this room, so many have demonstrated that 

courage.  I will always be thankful.  I õll always be 

grateful.  And know that I hope that we have the 

opportunity to work together in the future , maybe 

in a different capacity.  Mr. Speaker, thank you.  

 

  
David Mealor , Ph.D.  (RðLake Mary) was elected to the 

Florida House of Representatives in 2000 and was reelected 

subsequently, serving until 2007.  During the 2002 -2004 

term, Mealor was Chair of  the Subcommittee on Higher 

Education.  During the 2004 -2006 term, he served as Chair of 

the Colleges & Universities Committee and Vice Chair of the 

Governmental Operations Committee.  

 

Prior to his work in the L egislature, Representative Mealor 

earned thre e degrees, including a Ph.D. in Educational and 

School Psychology, at the University of Georgia.  He also 

served in the U.S. Army in Korea from 1970 -1973, and was 

awarded the U.S. Army Commendation Medal.  Later, Mealor 

held the offices of Mayor, Deputy Ma yor, and Commissioner 

of Lake Mary.   

 

While serving in the House, Representative Mealor won 

several awards for his leadership, including the Christian 
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Coalition of Floridaõs Faith and Family Award 2002-06 and 

the National Board for Professional Teaching S tandards 

Legislator of the Year Award in 2002.  
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òSo this was the time for us to shine and show that 

we could get something done here.ó 
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Farewell Remarks by  

Representative Joe Negron  
 

  May 4, 2006  

 

Those of you who were elected with the 63 of 

us who came in 2000 will remember that access to 

the Appropriations suite was not always as 

unfettered as it is today.  The Appropriations 

chairman at the time was a very striking ñwith a 

regal manner ñgentleman from Miami named 

Carlos Lacasa, and I had t wo bills that were 

referred to the Appropriations Committee.  So, in 

my usual way, I stayed up late at night, and I got 

5x7 index cards, and I wrote out details of the bill.  

I called Appropriations and made an appointment 

to see him.  And I walked in to s ee if he would 

agenda the two bills.  I sat down in front of him, 

and I started explaining, ôôWell, Mr. Chairman, this 

first bill...ó  And he went, òRepresentative, I have 

reviewed both of your bills.  Your first bill, I 

support the bill; I will agenda it,  it will pass. Your 

second bill, it has a fiscal impact; I will not hear the 

bill.õõ  So, I looked down at my notes, and I said, 

ôôWell, I guess that about does it.õõ And I turned 

around and walked out.  So, I batted .500 with 

Carlos Lacasa.  

 

We all came h ere with this unbridled 

enthusiasm, and then the first thing that happens 

is your enthusiasm meets political r eality.  Well, I
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had run in my campaign in 2000 against an 

incumbent.  My number one issue was that as soon 

as I got elected, I was going to file a Patientsõ Bill of 

Rights.  So, I came here, I filed my Patientsõ Bill of 

Rights.  Speaker Feeney promptly referred it to 14 

committees.  I think it made a stop in Donna 

Clarkeõs JAPC Committee [Joint Administrative 

Procedures Committee].  And I went home , and I 

sat down, and I calculated that if I passed it out of 

one committee on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

of the five weeks, I could still get it done.  And the 

funny part is that I thought that it was going to 

pass.    

 

Well, it turned out that Represe ntative 

Littlefield did not like the bill, and didnõt want to 

hear the bill.  So, I kept working the process, and 

finally, I got notice that it had been agendaed.  In 

fact, Ed Homan wasnõt in the Legislature then; he 

was a well -known orthopedic surgeon in Tampa.  

He came up as my expert witness.  He came, I had 

lined up 11 votes, and I was ready to show the man 

how it was done.  

 

So, I came to the door of the committee room, 

I looked on the meeting notice, and it said, ôôHouse 

Bill 412 by Representative Negr on.õõ  And in 

parentheses afterward, it said ôôWorkshop.õõ  And, 

you know, I was a pretty good student in college, 

and I thought, òThatõs interesting.  Iõd better check 

and see what that means.ó  So, I asked one of the 

Sergeantõs staff that was manning the door, I said, 
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ôôWhat does it mean that it says, ôWorkshopõ next to 

my bill?õõ  He said, ôôWell that means that weõre 

going to talk about your bill, but weõre not actually 

going to take a vote on your bill.õõ  So that was my 

first lesson in the power of ch airmanship: that 11 

votes minus the chairman equals òworkshop.ó  

[laughter]  

 

Iõve been asked by some of my friends about 

whatõs the most memorable thing thatõs happened 

here, whatõs the one day that I rememberñand Iõve 

given it some thought.   And actually , Iõd have to 

say that it was May 3, 2001.   We were here at the 

end of our very first session, and Dennis Ross had 

emerged as one of the leaders in our Class of 2000, 

among the 37 Republicans.  And there was a very 

legitimate, above -board, reasonable -men-and-

women-can-disagree issue on high -speed rail, 

between Representative Ross and Representative 

Johnson.  We decided that we were on the Ross 

team, and we were going to show that we had some 

juice around this building.   So we started working 

the floor on behalf of the Ross amendment.  I still 

have the vote tally here, which Iõll give you in a 

minute; I kept it.  So this was the time for us to 

shine and show that we could get something done 

here.     

 

And I remember a lot of things, but the one 

thing I reme mber is that I went to Representative 

Harrell and I said, ôôWe need your vote on this 

issue.  Itõs going to be very close.õõ  He had already 
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goneñRoss had already gone totally off -script.  He 

came over from the Senate, and we were supposed 

to not go along with the Senate.  He does a motion 

to join the Senate, which expedited high -speed rail, 

which the leadership was against.  So, Ross has an 

insurgency operation going. And I asked 

Representative Harrell, ôôCan we count on you?  We 

really, really need your v ote.õõ And she looked at me 

and she said, ôôBut is it good public policy?õõ  I said, 

ôôI have no idea, but it helps Representative Ross.õõ  

[laughter]  And I am happy to report to you she 

voted yes, and it passed 59 to 53.  It was 

Democrats, Republicans, f riendsñeverybody was 

voting how they thought they wanted to vote.  And 

even though, ultimately, high -speed rail was taken 

out of the Constitution, on one glorious day in May, 

the Class of 2000 was victorious.  
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I want to close by thanking a c ouple of 

people, and a couple of members. My staff ñCheri 

Vancura and Holly Demers ñhave been with me for 

the entire six years, which is pretty good, as all of 

you know, with the turnover.  And theyõve done a 

wonderful job.  I want to thank, I want to 

acknowledge just a few members: Holly Benson, 

who brought extraordinary creativity and intellect 

to any project that was given to her; Andy 

Gardiner, whoõs always been a loyal and faithful 

friend.  Mark Mahon, who was my very 

lighthearted, zany roommate, and ver y different 

from me in personality, but heõs been a great 

friend; Jack Seiler, who has the very annoying 

propensity to actually read bills, both in committee 

and on the floor, and ask questions; and Dan 

Gelber, whoõs been a true gentleman; and Dudley 

[Goodlette] who I think is the most respected 

lawyer in the House.   

 

I also want to thank the Speaker.  When I 

was younger, I remember ñthis is why I didnõt 

want to do one of theseñI remember reading books 

and seeing black and white pictures of famous 

political  figures.  You know, all of us at school, you 

had one kid who sat at the front row, who had 

glasses, very poor social skills, and no girlfriend.  

That was me.  And I sort of dreamed about this 

fantasy: what would it be like to work for someone, 

or work wit h someone, who was like a true, bigger -

than -life leader, somebody that was kind of a 

dashing figure, and you could sort of just be part of 
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the fame, and sort of be in on the program.   And 

youõve given me that opportunity, so thank you. 

 

 

One last thing, weõre all going to fade from 

memory quicker than we think.  And weõll fade into 

the past, and there will be new issues, new ideas, 

and probably increased AHEC [Area Health 

Education Centers] funding. [laughter]  So, when I 

think about what I could be remem bered for, if I 

could be remembered for I kept my word, I 

championed  the supremacy of the individual, and I 

never lost a skeptical wariness about the power of 

government, then Iõll be content. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, I appreciate it.  

 

 
Joseph òJoeó Negron, Jr. (RðStuart) was elected to the Florida 

House of Representatives in 2000 and was reelected 
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subsequently, serving until 2006.  He served as Fiscal Council 

Chair as well as Chair of the Legislative Budget Commission 

during his 2004 -2006 term.  

 

Representative Negron maintains that his most significant 

legislative accomplishment was leaving Florida with over $8 

billion in reserves at the conclusion of his two years as 

Appropriations Chairman, the largest savings of any state in 

the country.  

 

Negronõs advice to incoming members is  threefold: Keep your 

wordñitõs your most valuable ass et; Make sure you know 

what youõre talking about before you speak in committee or on 

the House Floorñyour colleagues are listening and 

evaluating; and when you disagree, do it wi th a gracious 

spirit.  
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òWhen you think about power,  

think about the people.ó 
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Farewell Remarks by  

Representative Ken Gottlieb  
 

May 4, 2006  

 

Wow.  Nine years to serve here.  That sounds 

a little unusual, but itõs nine years for me to get the 

best eight, as Ron [Greenstein] would say.  I needed 

the extra time to get it right, so they gave me nine 

years.  And itõs been great coming up here every 

single year, and so I want to start by thanking the 

voters of District 105, a place that ñeven though  

Iõm from Broward County, South Florida, I was 

actually born in my district.  And most people, it 

seems like when you come from the north part of 

the state, that may happen, but no one ever thinks 

of us as anybody but from New York, but I was 

actually born  in my district.   

 

Weõve seen a lot of great things. I mean, the 

first time you walk into the Chamber, itõs an awe-

inspiring moment to look up, see your name on the 

board, and actually participate.  To me, even the 

first time I drove down Apalachee Parkwa y and I 

saw the Capitol for the first time as an elected 

official, wondering what was going to happen to me 

that day and for the rest of my life, it was just 

unbelievable.    

 

But as you can see from all of the retirement 

speeches, the best thing out of be ing in the
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Legislature are the friendships.  Now, weõve all had 

a tunnel for state representatives; some of you were 

city commissioners, mayors, county commissioners, 

sheriffs ñthereõs all these titles.  Another thing I 

have seen in the Legislature, especia lly in the 

retirement speeches of the people when I first came 

who asked for a more family -friendly Legislature, 

was that our greatest title ñand mine, 

particularly ñhappens to be òDad.ó  And when I 

came here for the first time with my beautiful and 

wonderfu l wife, Jennifer, she was very pregnant.  

And right after the session, I had my first son, 

Harrison.  And some of you have been able to see 

him; he likes to run around up here, when weõre up 

here.  And then after, right before the 2000 session, 

I had my second son, Tyler.  Now, theyõre eight and 

six; theyõre heavy to carry; they like to run, and are 

faster, and they come up here every chance that 

weõre able to get them up here.  And theyõre great 

kids.  Well, far better than I could have ever 

imagined.  One  thing I really like is that they 

always ask if Iõm running for President, and they 

wonder why Iõm not.  [laughter]  No, it wasnõt that 

funny.  

 

The other thing is that when I brought them 

up in the beginning, it was a long drive.  So, we 

would stop at Disn ey on the way up, and then 

finish the trip coming to the Capitol.  Weõd spend 

the week here, and instead of sending them home, 

we would drive to Disney and then come back after 

the weekend.  And then after that, weõd go all the 
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way.  Weõd stop at Disney and end up going all the 

way home.  They loved coming to Tallahassee.  

They thought that Tallahassee was Disney!  It took 

me months to explain to them how Mickey Mouse 

was in Orlando and Goofy is in Tallahassee.   

 

And then, the Speaker ñSpeaker Benseõs 

wife redid the whole spousesõ lounge.  And I have to 

tell you, it was wonderful.  Now they could play 

Game Boy and Game Cube in the spousesõ lounge, 

so they still liked coming here, even when we 

stopped going to Disney.  I think that was a 

wonderful asset to th e House, where members from 

South Florida, and others, could bring their 

children and feel safe, that they were in a good, 

protected environment.   And it allowed the spouses 

to actually develop some wonderful relationships.   

I know my wife always talks a bout many of your 

wives that she has met, and even the wives of 

members who were here back in õ98.  The lounge 

was different; I mean, they did different things as 

spouse members in Tallahassee.  But it was great, 

not just for me, but for my whole family, t his 

experience.  And itõs made us all a little bit better. 

 

I want to thank the Sergeant [Earnest 

Sumner].  I mean, I never have seen anything like 

it.  You come to Tallahassee, they give you an 

office, they give you a key, they hang your pictures.  

If you  have a flat tire, they come and pick you up.  

They bring you from the airport to here and back 

and forth.  I mean, they do everything for you.  And 


