
 

 

 

 

Dear friends and neighbors:  

I t was with mixed emotion that I ap-

proached my last legislative session. I 

have enjoyed serving as your voice in 

Florida government for the last eight 

years. This yearôs legislative session was 

one of the toughest ever. 

Now that the session has ended, I wanted 

to take this opportunity to inform you 

about some of the major issues addressed.   

This session we faced a $6 billion reve-

nue shortfall for the current fiscal year 

which forced the legislature to reduce 

programs and services for the State. 
 

We tackled many important issues,    

including minimizing the reliance on the 

FCAT in grading schools, providing 

healthcare to uninsured Floridians, and 

developing energy and climate change 

programs. I have also worked to ensure 

funding for projects key to our area. 
 
 
 

 

It has been a pleasure to serve you in the 

legislature for the past eight years. Such 

an honor it has been to represent our com-

munity in the Florida House of Represen-

tatives! 

Focus kept on 

these key issues  

R ep. Richardson gave priority to these issues 

in 2008: 

˅ Disability History/ Awareness: 

This bill requires that a district school board 

designate the first two weeks in October each 

year as ñDisability History and Awareness 

Weeks,ò during which a district school board 

may provide disability history and awareness 

instruction in all K-12 public schools. The meas-

ure passed and is awaiting the Governorôs    

signature. 
 

˅  Social Worker Identification: This 

consumer protection bill provides title protection 

for the profession of Social Work and makes it a 

misdemeanor offense for a person to fraudulently 

hold themselves out to the public as a social 

worker. The bill provided for exceptions. The bill 

passed and is awaiting the Governorôs signature. 

˅  Motor Vehicle Warranty Associa-

tion: This bill requires motor vehicle manufac-

turers that sell warranties to continue to be li-

censed as service agreement companies. It 

amends Floridaôs warranty register law to require 

warranty associations that do not collect the 

names of warranty holders at the time the prod-

uct is purchased to provide another method for 

warranty holders. The measure passed and is 

awaiting the Governorôs signature. 

˅Loggerhead Turtle Designation : 

The bill designates the Loggerhead Turtle as the 

official state salt water reptile. The designation 

was amended on to a measure designating the 

Florida Cracker Horse. The bill was signed into 

law by Governor Crist. 

From the desk of  

Rep. Richardson    

R ep. Richardson makes it a priority to 

stay personally in touch with his con-

stituents.  Below is a list of his activities: 

January  

˅  New Urgent Care Center for Tallahassee     

      Memorial Hospital Open House 

˅  Ribbon cutting for Gadsden New 

      Dental Clinic 

˅  Gadsden Legislative Delegation Meeting  

˅  Numerous events commemorating    

      the legacy of the late Rev. Martin 

      Luther King Jr. 

˅  AKA Centennial Celebration 

˅  NWFL League of Cities Meeting/Dinner 

˅  Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Annual Founderôs    

       Day Luncheon 

˅  ñInformation on Politics, the Current Political  

       System & How Godôs Word Applies to it  
       allò, Panelist 

˅  Amendment 1 Community Meeting 
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Rep. Richardson in floor debate  

during the 2008 session.  

Around the district  

Session  priorities  


