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FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 38

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Thank you for allowing me to serve in the Florida House of Representatives.  As always, I consider it a great 
honor to represent you in the Legislature, especially during these tough economic times.

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you the significant policy changes that were made during 
the 2012 Legislative Session, which just concluded in Tallahassee.  After a couple of months in the Capital City, 
it is good to be back home with the people I care about and serve.  

I proudly sponsored several bills and fought to protect your interests in the Legislature.  I was pleased to 
serve on several House committees, including the Economic Affairs Committee, Joint Legislative Redistricting 
Committee, and the Government Operations Subcommittee.

As anticipated, this year the state faced significant challenges due to a $1.8 billion budget shortfall.  With 
determination and perseverance, however, the Legislature fulfilled our constitutional obligation and created a 
balanced budget.  We accomplished this goal by refusing to raise taxes on our economically burdened citizens.  
I worked with my colleagues to make certain our budget prioritized people over programs to ensure the safety 
and security of future generations of Floridians.

Our top priority was getting Floridians back to work by creating a healthy business environment for our 
communities.  I worked hard to keep my campaign promises to the voters by forcing government to live within its 
means, keeping taxes low, and focusing on job creation.

I hope you find this legislative update to be a useful source of information on the 2012 Legislative Session.  
If you have any questions or would like to discuss any of the issues, please call my office at (407) 884-2023, 
or send me an email at Bryan.Nelson@myfloridahouse.gov.  And as always, if there is anything that I can do to 
assist you, feel free to also stop by my office.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to represent you.

Sincerely,

Bryan Nelson

Committee Membership  
Insurance & Banking Subcommittee, Chair  
Economic Affairs Committee 
Government Operations Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
Government Operations Subcommittee 
Joint Legislative Auditing Committee (2012) 
Select Committee on Water Policy

Legislative Assistant 
Maria Pecoraro

District Secretary 
Chelsea Anderson
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→ Created a Military Veterans and Services Court Program  
 for veterans and service members who are convicted of  
 a criminal offense and suffer from mental illness,  
 traumatic brain injury or substance abuse disorders as  
 a result of their service 
→ Expanding property tax exemption for deployed  
 service members
→ Creating the Florida Veteran Business Opportunity  
 Act, which gives veteran-owned businesses preference  
 in government contracts

→ Establishing incentives for bringing veteran-owned  
 businesses to Florida by waiving fees for veterans  
 applying for professional licenses
→ Establishing priority  
 course registration at  
 educational institutions
→ Establishing August 7  
 as Purple Heart Day  
 in Florida
→ Creating a Florida  
 Veterans Hall of Fame  
 Council

The 2012 Legislative Session focused first and foremost on facing 
the challenges posed by yet another budget shortfall and an uncertain 
economic outlook.  The Florida Constitution requires a balanced budget 
and, unlike the U.S. Congress, the Florida Legislature cannot spend 
money that we do not have.  As stewards of Florida’s tax dollars, we 
were forced to make difficult choices and set spending priorities with 
our state’s limited dollars.

I believe this year the Legislature met our constitutional 
responsibility by passing a responsibly balanced budget.  We did this 
just like Florida’s families and small businesses handle their finances 
in tough circumstances – by tightening our belts and making tough 
decisions that are in what I believe to be the long-term best interests of 
our state’s financial future.  

Limited state dollars forced us to prioritize spending and focus 
on what was most important, just like Florida’s families and business 
do with their resources.  This meant focusing on the core missions of 
government – keeping our families safe, and providing critical health 
care for the most vulnerable among us.  The Legislature crafted and 
passed a budget that will provide our children the opportunities for a 
world-class education by including a $1.1 billion increase in education 
funding.  The increase in education funding will ensure that our 
students are receiving the instruction, materials, and support needed to 
thrive in the 21st Century world. 

In an effort to keep taxes low, the Legislature voted to streamline 
programs and make many cuts to reduce spending.  We made tough 
sacrifices to account for the budget shortfall so we do not pass along 
the burden to future legislatures.  It is my belief that Florida must 
maintain sufficient reserves to weather altered fiscal forecasts and 
preserve our bond ratings.  When crafting the budget, each legislature 
needs to have a perspective not only of the current fiscal year, but 

also of future possibilities.  Our state has benefitted from the existence 
of reserves in the past and must make the responsible decision to 
maintain them for future contingencies.

We passed a budget that was balanced and did not raise taxes; 
therefore, I believe our responsible decisions today should save 
Floridians billions of dollars over the next few years and place Florida 
in the best position possible for economic growth once the economy 
recovers. 

Throughout this year’s 
Legislative Session, the 
Legislature’s budget decisions 
and bills were viewed through 
the lens of our goal to get 
Florida’s economy back on 
track and helping create jobs 
for Floridians. We stayed 
focused on our responsibility 
to Florida’s families and 
businesses by taking 
important steps forward to 
incentivize new businesses, 
stimulate job creation and 
remove barriers to economic 
growth in Florida.

House lawmakers led the charge to help create jobs and increase 
economic development by approving over $223 million in economic 
incentive programs.  Of these funds, over $90 million will be available 
to the Governor for flexibility to provide economic incentives to attract 
new business opportunities and promote job growth. Additionally, Visit 
Florida’s budget has been increased by $27.5 million in an effort to 
promote growth in our state’s vital tourism industry. 

Furthermore, the corporate income tax exemption was increased 
to ease the burden on Florida’s job creators.  Additionally, HB 
7027 (Unemployment Compensation) was passed and eases the 
unemployment tax burden on Florida’s businesses.  While still providing 
the same benefits to the unemployed, HB 7027 will provide Florida 
businesses $800 million in tax relief over the next three years.

This year there were also several pieces of legislation that focused 
on reducing regulatory requirements on certain businesses regulated by 
the Department of Business and Professional Regulation. 

I believe, the Legislature took a responsible, long-term view toward 
restoring Florida’s economy this year.  We continued to work to prepare 
for a future that will once again place Florida among the top states in 
economic growth and prosperity in America.

The most difficult decisions demanded from the Legislature are the 
choices we must make about how to meet the critical needs of Florida’s 
most vulnerable while managing limited resources.  Amidst challenging 
economies, the Legislature has chosen to reduce the state budget every 
year since 2007 to protect the hard-earned dollars of Florida’s families 
and maintain our constitutional requirement for a balanced budget; this 
year proved no different as we faced a $1 billion shortfall. 

The Florida House remains committed to maintaining programs 
that provide health care and social services to Florida’s most vulnerable 
citizens.  Even though we faced a significant budget shortfall, we were 
able to provide additional funding for increased Medicaid caseloads 
and did not reduce or eliminate any category of Medicaid eligibility.  In 
addition, funding was provided for additional elder waiver slots in the 
nursing home diversion, PACE, the Aged and Disabled Waiver, and the 
Community Care for the Elderly Waiver programs.   

The Legislature passed an agency reform bill for the Department 
of Health.  The reorganization bill eliminates duplicative requirements, 
reduces inefficiencies and provides a cost savings to the state.  In 
addition, changes were made to adoption laws to make it easier for 
abused and neglected children to gain permanent, loving families.

Improved patient care for seniors remains a priority.  Legislation 
was passed that removes duplicative certification and reporting 
requirements of nursing homes, allowing care providers to spend more 
time tending to the needs of patients rather than on paperwork. 

Last year, the statewide Medicaid reform initiative was signed 
into law, and this year we focused on implementing the program.  A 
Medicaid waiver package was submitted to the federal government in 
August 2011.  After federal approval, the Medicaid reform initiative will 
be fully implemented.  This program will provide Medicaid participants 
with improved, patient-centered care and greater access to specialists, 
and it hopefully will result in more predictable costs and a slower rate 
of cost growth for the program. 

Finally, the Legislature remains mindful of the importance of 
supporting advances in cancer research.  This year, we committed $25 
million towards biomedical research and services at cancer centers 
throughout the state. 

Lean budget year (again) forces spending priorities More help for job  
creators is on the way

Budget challenges aside, 
state’s neediest get help

Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Conference 
Report HB 5001 – All Funds

Total: $70.0 Billion (In Millions of Dollars)

Septic System Update
This year we were successful in passing legislation that provides for a repeal of the 

2010 law that placed onerous regulations on homeowners while giving the Department 
of Health too much oversight for this issue.  Proviso language was also successfully 
included into the 2012-2013 budget that provides the final allocation for the passive 
Nitrogen reduction study currently being done by the Department of Health.  This will 
provide an additional safeguard against any action on septic tanks by the Department 
until the study is completed and reviewed by the Legislature. 

BRYAN HAS SPONSORED AND THE FLORIDA HOUSE PASSED:

Bryan Nelson knows that America should  
never turn her back on our military heroes.
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