
Dear Constituents and Friends,

I am delighted to be back home in the district, and once again, I’m sincerely honored to represent 
District 59 in the Florida House of Representatives. The 2012 legislative session was challenging this 
year. We started last summer traveling throughout the state of Florida with redistrict hearings and 
continued right into committee weeks in the fall, and into session in January.  We had a great deal 
of work to get completed in a short amount of time; balance the Budget which I voted against and 
re-draw the legislative and congressional maps.  Some of the district boundaries have changed, and a 
copy of the map is below.

I hope you find this legislative update to be a useful source of information on the 2012 Session. If 
you have any questions or would like to discuss any of the 
issues, please call my office at 813-241-8024, or send 
me an email at Betty.Reed@myfloridahouse.gov. 
As always, if there is anything that I can do to 
assist you do not hesitate to contact my office.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
represent you.

Sincerely, 

Betty Reed

Greetings from Florida State Representative

Betty Reed

DISTRICT OFFICE

2109 East Palm Avenue
Suite 201
Tampa, FL  33605-3907

(813)241-8024

TALLAHASSEE OFFICE

405 House Office Building
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32339-1300
Phone: (850) 488-5432

COMMITTEES/
SUBCOMMITTEES

•  Education Committee
•  Rules & Calendar
    Committee
•  Congressional 
    Redistricting
    Subcommittee
•  Health and Human 
    Services 
    Quality Subcommittee
•  K-20 Competitiveness
    Subcommittee
•  Higher Education 
    Appropriations 
    Subcommittee
    (Ranking member)

Redistricting
Redistricting is a process that the legislature 
must undertake every ten years following 
the U.S. Census. After much discussion 
between the legislature and the courts, 
the once-every-decade redistricting maps 
were finally approved. On April 30, the 
U.S. Justice Department granted Florida’s 
request for administrative preclearance of 
the state Senate, House and Congressional 
redistricting plans under Section 5 of the 
Voting Rights Act.  
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It is an HONOR and a PLEASURE to serve you in the  

Florida House of Representatives 
EMAIL:  Betty.Reed@myfloridahouse.gov 

 

Dear Constituents and Friends, 
 
I am happy to be back home in the district and  honored to continue working with you to solve 
your concerns. The 2012 legislative session was challenging this year. We first started last sum-
mer, traveling throughout the state of Florida with redistricting hearings and continued right into 
committee weeks in the fall, and into session in January. We had a great deal of work to get com-
pleted in a short amount of time; balance the Budget and re-draw the legislative and congressional 
maps.  The district lines and boundaries in Tampa have changed and a copy of the map will be 
shown on the back page of this communication.  
 
        Redistricting 

Redistricting is a process that the legis-
lature must undertake every ten years 
following the U.S. Census. After much 
discussion between the legislature and 
the courts, the once-every-decade redis-
tricting maps were finally approved. On 
April 30, the U.S. Justice Department 
granted Florida’s request for administra-
tive preclearance of the state Senate, 
House and Congressional redistricting 
plans under Section 5 of the Voting 
Rights Act.  
 
 
 

(Rep. Reed with members of the Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee) 
 
I truly enjoyed meeting with everyone who took the time to visit Tallahassee during the 2012 Leg-
islative Session. Some of the groups I had the opportunity to meet with included the Hillsborough 
County Early Head Start His Involvement Matters (HIM) and the Daughters of Destiny of Tampa. 

 (Rep. Reed with Head Start HIM)        (Rep. Reed with Daughters of Destiny) 
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Rep. Reed with members of the Congressional Redistricting  Subcommittee

Groups
I truly enjoyed meeting 
with everyone who 
took the time to visit 
Tallahassee during the 
2012 Legislative Session. 
Some of the groups I 
had the opportunity to 
meet with included the 
Hillsborough County Early 
Head Start organization 
His Involvement Matters 
(HIM) and the Daughters 
of Destiny of Tampa.Rep. Reed with Head Start HIM Rep. Reed with Daughters of Destiny
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Sponsored Bills  
SB 524, Healthy Pregnancies for Incarcerated 
Women Act passed the Florida Legislature this 
year. The bill bans the use of restraints on female 
prisoners during labor and tightens guidelines on 
how pregnant prisoners may be restrained. The 
policy will improve the health of pregnant prison-
ers and ease the work of medical professionals 
without jeopardizing public safety. Another bill I 
worked tirelessly on is HB 531 Homelessness. It 
passed the House unanimously but died in the 
Senate. It would have allowed for contributions 
to programs to aid the homeless via car registra-
tion and driver license applications. I also had the 
opportunity to co-sponsor other important legisla-
tion HJR 93, Homestead Property Tax Exemp-
tion for Surviving Spouses of Military Veteran or 
First Responder, HB 1351 Homeless Youth, and 
HB 613 Financial Institutions.                                       (Rep. Reed with Prodigy Kids Tampa) 

 
Education  
One of the hot topics for the budget this 
year was education. The Legislature put $1 
billion toward public schools for 2012-13. 
This year’s $1 billion increase comes after 
school funding was cut over the last five 
years. The $17.2  billion for next year is 
significantly less than the $19.3 billion of 
2007-08. In order to meet the increase in 
funding for public schools, other priori 
ties suffered, including a $300-million cut 
to state universities, a tuition hike of up to 
15 percent, and a reduction in Bright Fu-
tures scholarships.  
 
Education for Military Veterans: House 
Democrats helped military veterans get 
back to school by approving bills that give 
them college credit for certain military 
courses they take while in the service, and  
by requiring colleges and                    (Rep. Reed with young ladies from PACE Center for Girls Hillsborough County) 
Universities to give veterans preferential course registration when they attend college.  
 
Charter Schools A so called “Parent Trigger” bill failed in the Florida Senate on a 20—20 
vote. It would have allowed the majority of parents of children attending failing schools to 

Sponsored Bills
 

Rep. Reed with Prodigy Kids Tampa

 

 

DISTRICT 59 2012 Legislative Review 
From State Representative Betty Reed  

 2
0
1
2
 L

E
G

IS
L

A
T

IV
E

 S
E

SS
IO

N
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  

  

Sponsored Bills  
SB 524, Healthy Pregnancies for Incarcerated 
Women Act passed the Florida Legislature this 
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One of the hot topics for the budget this 
year was education. The Legislature put $1 
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school funding was cut over the last five 
years. The $17.2  billion for next year is 
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funding for public schools, other priori 
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to state universities, a tuition hike of up to 
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tures scholarships.  
 
Education for Military Veterans: House 
Democrats helped military veterans get 
back to school by approving bills that give 
them college credit for certain military 
courses they take while in the service, and  
by requiring colleges and                    (Rep. Reed with young ladies from PACE Center for Girls Hillsborough County) 
Universities to give veterans preferential course registration when they attend college.  
 
Charter Schools A so called “Parent Trigger” bill failed in the Florida Senate on a 20—20 
vote. It would have allowed the majority of parents of children attending failing schools to 
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Rep. Reed with young ladies from PACE Center for Girls, Hillsborougy County

Education for Military Veterans
 
The Florida Legislature voted to help military veterans get back to school by 
approving bills that give them college credit for certain military courses they 
take while in the service, and by requiring colleges and Universities to give 
veterans preferential course registration when they attend college.

DISTRICT  59  2012  LEGISLATIVE  REVIEW

SB 524, Healthy Pregnancies for Incarcerated Women 
Act passed the Florida Legislature this year. This bill 
bans the use of restraints on female prisoners during 
labor and tightens guidelines pertaining to how 
pregnant prisoners may be restrained. This policy 
increases public safety and at the same time, will directly 
impact and improve the health of pregnant prisoners.  
Lastly, it will also ease the work of medical professionals 
who provide care to female prisoners. 

Another piece of important legislation that I worked 
tirelessly on is HB 531 Homelessness. This bill passed 
the House unanimously but died in the Senate. It would 
have allowed for increased contributions to programs 
to aid the homeless; specifically through automobile 
registrations and driver’s license applications. 

I also had the opportunity to co-sponsor other 
important legislation HJR 93, Homestead Property Tax 
Exemption for Surviving Spouses of Military Veteran or 
First Responder, HB 1351 Homeless Youth, and HB 613 
Financial Institutions.
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FROM  STATE   REPRESENTATIVE   BETTY   REED
Education (continued)

Public School Policy: The Legislature will begin 
penalizing public schools financially when high 
school students fail the Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test or any of the end-of-course 
exams that students must pass to graduate. The 
change is likely to impact schools in low-income 
areas the most where more students struggle in 
taking high-stakes exams.

Health Care Cuts
Additional funding was approved to handle 
certain Medicaid caseloads, additional elder 
waiver slots in the nursing home diversion, 
PACE, the Aged and Disabled Waiver, and 
the Community Care for the Elderly Waiver 
programs.

Budget cuts occurred, however, for hospitals and 
other medical providers and these cuts affected 
the poor, Florida’s seniors and many other groups. 
Also, this year’s budget turned away numerous 
federal grant dollars, including grants under 
The Money Follows the Person Program and 

Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program all because these dollars could be traced to 
the Affordable Care Act. Lastly, Emergency Room visits of non-pregnant adults have, until now, been covered 
without Medicaid limits. They are now limited to six visits per year.

Medicaid: Medicaid coverage for podiatric and chiropractic services for adults was spared from cuts in the 
final budget. However, Medicaid reimbursement rates for hospital (both inpatient and outpatient care) were cut 
by an effective rate of 5.6 percent (on top of last year’s 12 percent cut), and nursing home reimbursements will 
be cut by 1.25 percent.

Insurance: The Florida House and Senate both spent a considerable amount of time on Personal Injury 
Protection (PIP), a mandatory component of the auto insurance coverage that motorists must carry in Florida. 
In addition to placing limits on certain attorney fees and access to medical professionals, changes in this area 
include placing a time limit of 14 days in which an accident victim can make a medical claim. Within this two-
week window, the amount of medical care can be limited to $2,500 if determined to be for a non-emergency 
condition.

Human Trafficking: The Florida Legislature unanimously passed HB 7049, which further clarified the 
definition of human trafficking and also increased penalties for those involved in human trafficking. The bill 
will make it easier and more effective to prosecute those who hold or transport people for forced labor and 
other victims affected by this crime.

Bills That Failed
The “Parent Trigger” bill failed in the Florida Senate on a 20 – 20 vote. It would have allowed the majority of 
parents of children attending failing schools to choose how to restructure the school. The bill was promoted 
under parental empowerment. However, parents of low performing schools already have the power to 
implement turnaround plans to improve their schools’ performance. 

Quality Improvement Initiatives: Supported greatly by House Democrats, the issue of increased oversight 
and regulation of assisted living facilities was attempted, but eventually failed. This bill, HB 7133 would have 
increased training requirements and education for staff and administrators of these facilities.  It would have 
also resulted in an increase in inspections and licensing standards for facilities. 

Other bills that failed included HB 1401 which would have restricted use of EBT cards outside the State of 
Florida and also at ATMs in strip clubs, liquor stores, and casinos. HB 813, which would have barred anyone 
with a felony drug conviction for drug trafficking from being eligible for cash assistance.  

Prison Privatization: Senate Democrats and some Republicans led the charge that helped defeat a push to 
privatize prisons. This would have had a devastating effect on some of our communities whose local economies 
rely a great deal on these facilities.

(Rep. Reed with constituents from District-59)
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FLORIDA STATE HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE BETTY REED
District 59

Betty.Reed@myfloridahouse.gov
2012 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

BILLS SPONSORED BY REP. BETTY REED
  HB 367 Restraint of Incarcerated Pregnant Women   •  HB 531 Homelessness  •  HB 589 Disability Awareness   

 HB 649 State Contracts  •  HB 815 Employment Discrimination Against The Unemployed   •  HB 857 Prescription Labeling

To learn more about Florida’s new redistricting boundaries,
 please visit:

www.floridaredistricting.org
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