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“Those who stay away
from the election think
that one vote will do

no good: “Tis but one
step more to think one
vote will do no harm.”

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

Would block implemen-
tation of the federal
health care reforms

championed by Presi-
dent Barack Obama

Participation in elections is a
hallmark of a strong democ-
racy, and several bills approved
by the Florida Legislature ad-
dress the topic of voter partici-
pation, campaign financing and
how citizens influence our
government.

Without my support, a massive
elections-law rewrite was
pushed through the Legisla-
ture. The contentious elections
bill deals with everything from
the date of the presidential
preference primary to a reduc-
tion in the number of early
voting days authorized under
the law.

I believe certain components
of the legislation will suppress
voter turnout, especially

The Florida Legislature ap-
proved seven resolutions during
the 2011 Legislative Session. If
approved by 60% or more of
Florida’s voters, these changes
will be made to our State Con-
stitution.

Health Insurance Mandates
Would block implementation of
the federal health care reforms
championed by President Barack
Obama and approved by Con-
gress. Specifically, the resolution
prohibits any laws from compel-
ling any Floridian or employer to
purchase, obtain or provide health
care coverage.

Property Taxes

Proposes a constitutional amend-
ment designed to provide prop-
erty tax relief to some homeown-
ers. Among various changes, it

among college students.

The Legislature also approved
new prohibitions on how citi-
zens impact government. Un-
der a bill that passed, citizens
will get half the time now al-
lowed to collect signatures for
amending the state constitu-
tion. Instead of the current
four-year period, signatures
will have to be collected within
two years.

Meanwhile, the Legislature
gave itself more power to con-
tend with court challenges to
the constitutional amendments
drawn by lawmakers. Under a
bill, the Legislature can now
offer up multiple ballot sum-
maries for legislatively pro-
posed constitutional amend-

would prohibit increases in as-
sessed value of homestead and

certain non-homestead property if
the property’s value decreases.

Veterans Property Taxes
Would provide a property tax
discount to military veterans who
are disabled as a result of combat

injury.

Capping State Revenue
Institutes a new state revenue cap
based on inflation and population
change. Opponents have argued
that it would limit the state’s abil-
ity to make investments in educa-
tion and other things that pro-
mote economic prosperity.

Abortion

Proposes a constitutional amend-
ment to ban public funding of
abortions. It would also overturn

ments, and should all the sum-
maries be rejected, the Attor-
ney General can draw up a
new ballot summary.

To my dismay, legislative lead-
ers (including the House
Speaker, Senate President and
the leaders of minority parties)
can now establish new cam-
paign funds under a controver-
sial bill passed in 2010 that was
vetoed and which the Legisla-
ture overrode this year.

I remain concerned that these
election law changes will erode
trust in government and fail to
significantly limit special-
interest influence on our politi-
cal system.

all court decisions that rely on
privacy rights in the Florida Con-
stitution to reject abortion resttic-
tions.

Religious Funding

Would allow any individual or
entity to use or receive state funds
to aid any church or religious de-
nomination in aid of any sectarian
institution.

Confirming Justices

Addresses the structure and func-
tion of Florida courts. The Senate
would confirm new Supreme
Court judges, and the Legislature
could repeal court rules. Investiga-
tions of misconduct by judges
would be kept confidential by
investigators.

Floridians have endured tough
times lately and the economy
has presented major challenges
for citizens and small busi-
nesses. Today, more than 1
million Floridians are out of
work.

I believe reforms may be
needed to the state’s Unem-
ployment Compensation sys-
tem, but several revisions by
the Legislature did not get my

I believe Florida’s economic
recovery will not be complete
until we establish a world-class
education system for students
and educators. But that goal
will become harder to meet, in
my opinion, under this year’s
state budget and certain bills
that passed the Legislature.

Most glaringly, this Legislature
significantly cut education
funding, authorizing a disap-
pointing 8-percent reduction in
per-student funding at public
schools.

A far-reaching overhaul of the
state’s Medicaid program calls for
most Medicaid patients to enroll
in managed care plans over the
next four years. I am skeptical of
whether the federal government
will approve such a potentially
harmful experiment that will af-
fect the care of millions of low-
income and elderly people.

Under the Medicaid legislation,
the state will be carved into 11
regions where managed-care plans
are expected to compete for con-
tracts and build networks of doc-
tors, hospitals and other health

support. The Legislature cut
the eligibility period for jobless
benefits from 26 weeks to a
sliding scale of between 12 and
23 weeks depending on the
state’s unemployment rate.

Rather than focusing on much-
needed improvement to our
state’s antiquated tax structure
and closing tax loopholes, it
seems to me the Legislature
continued major tax breaks for

Raising standards, demanding
accountability and offering
innovative opportunities are
widely supported approaches
toward attaining higher student
success.

This year, I opposed the crea-
tion of a complex new teacher
evaluation plan that many edu-
cators have said will be detti-
mental to teaching in Florida.
The strategy requires all new
teachers in Florida, starting
July 1, to be evaluated on their
effectiveness according to yet-
developed measurements that

providers. Implementation will
cost the state millions of dollars,
and I fear taxpayers will lose ac-
countability when for-profit pri-
vate insurance companies take
over.

In trying to ease the financial
pinch on nursing homes, the Leg-
islature has reduced a nursing-
home staffing requirement that
was intended to improve resident
care. Each resident would have to
receive a weekly average of 3.6
hours of direct care each day,
down from the current 3.9 hours.
I fear the move will reduce the

certain large businesses and the
wealthy.

An economic development
package that provides $126
million in incentives to some
businesses was approved. For-
tunately, the plan continues a
sales tax holiday — even if it’s
only for three days this year —
on clothing, shoes, and school

supplies.
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Today, more than 1
million Floridians are
out of work.

will be based i

partially on o
students’
FCAT scores.

Legislation also
passed that is
designed to
relax enforce-
ment of the s5200

2002 amend- i

ment regarding class sizes by,
among other changes, expand-
ing the list of core courses that
are exempt from the class-size
limits.

quality of care in nursing homes.

I supported an effort to clamp
down on prescription drug abuse.
Legislation will increase penalties
for unscrupulous doctors and take
other steps to rid Florida of its
reputation as a deadly pill-mill
capital. By prohibiting doctors
from dispensing medically unbe-
lievable amounts of the most dan-
gerous drugs, I hope we have
given law enforcement the help
they need to quickly and effec-
tively put an end to the epidemic
of prescription drug abuse in
Florida.

A potentially harmful
experiment that will
affect the care of mil-
lions of low-income

and elderly people




