
Dear friends and neighbors:          

 The recently ended 2010 legislave session was without a doubt one of the 
toughest on record. In wring the new state budget, the Legislature began the session 
facing a $3 billion shorall, so creang a budget that would be fiscally responsible and 
adequately meet Floridians’ needs was a huge challenge. This $70.4 billion budget is an 
increase over the 2010 and includes a new gaming compact with the Seminole Indian 
tribe thtribe that is esmated to generate over $1 billion for our state over the next 5 years but 
it fails, in my opinion, to meet the needs of Floridians, Therefore, I voted against the 
$70.4 billion spending plan. 

 My priories throughout the session were job creaon, economic recovery, 
educaon, health care, and public safety. In addion to tackling the budget during 
Session, my colleagues and I undertook a number of iniaves to address quality of life 
issues for you and all Floridians. On the first day of session, we passed legislaon that 
is designed is designed to make our state more economically compe ve and encourage 
companies to invest in our state and hire Floridians.

 With hurricane season starng June 1, experts have predicted an above-average 
hurricane season for 2010. It is predicted there should be up to 7 major Atlanc 
Hurricanes. The Atlanc hurricane season could be the busiest since 2005.  I urge you 
not to be complacent and prepare yourselves should we experience a major hurricane 
this season.
  
 These are just a few examples of our accomplishments this session, and I hope 
you will read on to learn more about the ups and downs of this past Session.

 As always, it is an honor and a pleasure to serve you in the Florida House. My 
greatest asset is your input so please stay in touch and do not hesitate to call my office 
at (954) 497-3367.

Sincerely,

RRepresentave Hazelle P. Rogers
House District 94

3800 Inverrary Boulevard
Suite 100-J
Lauderhill, FL 33319-4359 FLORIDA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

REPRESENTATIVE HAZELLE ROGERS
HOUSE DISTRICT 94

COUNCILS/COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Health Care Services Policy Commiee

Roads, Bridges & Ports Policy Commiee

Transportaon & Economic Development 

Appropriaons Commiee

Capitol Office:

1402 The Capi1402 The Capitol

402 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

Phone: (850) 488-8234

District Office:

Corporate Park at Inverrary

3800 Inverrary Boulevard, Suite 100-J

Lauderhill, FL 33319-4359Lauderhill, FL 33319-4359

Phone: (954) 497-3367

Fax: (954) 497-3369

Legislave Assistant:

Patricia Amiel-Young

District Secretary:

Elizabeth Honorat

HELPFUL NUMBERS FOR CONSUMERS
First call for Help
Dial “211”

Complaints or informaon about telemarkeng
1-800-435-7352

Division of Consumer Service
850-410-3661850-410-3661

FEMA
1-800-621-3362

Florida Do Not Call List
1-800-435-7352

Public Service Commission
1-800-342-3552

RReport price gouging by calling
1-800-HELP-FLA

Teen Hotline
954-567-TEEN

HURRICANE PREPAREDNES HOTLINES

hp://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/intro.shtml

hp://www.floridadisaster.org

hhp://www.fema.gov/hazard/hurricane/index.shtm

hp://www.redcross.org
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LEGISLATION SPONORED BY
REPRESENTATIVE ROGERS in

2010
HOUSE DISTRICT 94

RENTAL PROPERTY FORECLOSURE OR SHORT-SALE ACTION (HB 125)
Most renters are not aware the property they occupy is in foreclosure or up for a short sale unl an evicon noce is 
placed on their door. In an aempt to protect tenants’ rights in foreclosure, I introduced HB 125 a bill that would 
require noficaon to tenants of their rights during a foreclosure or short-sale acon. The bill did not make it out of 
the first commiee.

TRANSPORTATION FUNDING (HB 1139) 
Urban aUrban areas can no longer build roads and must be able to plan for public transit. HB 1139 would increase the 
percentage of state revenues deposited into State Transportaon Trust Fund to be commied by DOT for public 
transit projects and direct a poron of those revenues to be used for public transportaon. This would not include 
allocaons for high-speed rail. Unfortunately, this bill was never heard before a commiee.

SMALL BUSINESS PROCUREMENT (HB 1311) 
When businesses aWhen businesses are excluded from contract opportunies through contract bundling, our agencies, small 
businesses and taxpayers lose.  HB 1311 would unbundle state contracts by allowing businesses to submit bids on 
different poron of contact allowing for greater opportunies for small businesses and entrepreneur access to state 
contracng opportunies. This bill did not make it to a commiee hearing in either the House or the Senate.

PUBLIC BROADCASTING PROGRAM SYSTEM (HB 175)
This bill This bill would allow BECON-TV, owned and operated by Broward County Public Schools to be included with the other 
13 public television staons in Florida to receive state funding on an annual basis for programming and related 
needs. The bill was not heard in the House but was presented at a commiee meeng in the Senate.

FLORIDA RETIREMENT SYSTEM (HB 127) 
This is a bill I did last session and I re-introduce it again this year. HB 127 would redefine the term "special risk 
member" for purposes of FRS to include certain members employed by certain public acute care hospitals. This bill 
was never heard before a commiee.

CCODE OF STUDENTS CONDUCT (HB 1255) 
Would require each district school board code of student conduct to include explanaon of parent and student 
responsibilies with regard to appropriate student dress. The bill was reported out of the Senate but did not make it 
to the House.

I was a primary co-sponsor of HB 11: CRIMES AGAINST HOMELESS PERSONS.  
This bill will amend FloridaThis bill will amend Florida’s “hate crime” statute to include offenses that indicate prejudice based on the homeless 
status of the vicm. Under the bill, people who aack the homeless out of prejudice would face heightened criminal 
penales. For example, a second-degree felony would get bumped to a first-degree felony -- with the maximum 
prison sentence enhanced from 15 to 30 years. The Governor signed the bill into law.

HIGHLIGHTED LEGISLATION

The state budget approved on the final 
day of the 2010 session includes 
funding for many important local and 
statewide projects; but it fails, in my 
opinion, to meet the need of Floridians.

The budThe budget makes college more expensive; state roads more crowded, 
don’t improve health outcomes for all people, and fails to make job 
creaon the top priority.

The budThe budget also makes cuts to a highly successful program that helps 
new mothers considered at risk for abusing or neglecng their 
children.  The Healthy Start coalions, which serve at-risk pregnant 
women and infants, will see a cut of $2.6 million. Addionally, 
contribuons to county health departments are cut by $10.5 million.
In In terms of overall school funding, this budget presents the 
second-worst per student funding level since 2006. It’s also of serious 
concern to me that funding for nursing homes, nursing home diversion 
programs, and hospitals are cut, including a 7-percent reducon in 
state payments for the care of indigent paents. 

I am saddened thI am saddened that the budget is projected to lead to the loss of 
potenally thousands of jobs throughout Florida due to the decision to 
shi $160 million from the state’s transportaon trust fund; $ 148 
million from the local government trust fund and nearly $26 million 
from the state’s housing trust fund. I opposed that decision.

I believe that improving public 
educaon is the first step toward 
creang high-wage jobs and a quality 
workforce that the 21st Century 
economy demands. That’s why I had 
hoped the Legislature would have 
made greamade greater progress on educaon reforms and would have invested 
more in our schools.

I am parcularly disappoiI am parcularly disappointed by the Legislature’s decision to pass 
Senate Bill 6, a measure that drew widespread aenon and cricism 
from across the state for how it would have altered public school 
teacher benefits. Thankfully, Governor Crist vetoed this bill, which in 
my view, would have punished our school teachers and harmed 
educaon in our state.

Also this session, SenAlso this session, Senate Bill 4, a biparsan measure will raise 
educaon standards and improve accountability. The bill phases out 
the high school Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test in math, 
science and wring, and it introduces end-of-course exams in 
Algebra 1, Geometry and Biology 1.

Redistricng which occurs aer every census will reapporon state 
and federal districts. House Joint Resoluon 7231 is a proposed 
constuonal amendment.

If appIf approved by the voters this November, advocates of the 
constuonal amendment claimed it would clarify quesons and legal 
concerns with Amendments 5 and 6, two so-called “FairDistricts” 
iniaves already approved for the November 2010 ballot. The 
constuonal amendments are of crical concern to me because the 
2012 redistricng of legislave and congressional districts could prove 
pivotal to the long-term polical leadership of our state.

The countdown to July 10, the last day to be counted in the 2010 
Census, is underway, and I am proud to have worked with local 
officials and community leaders in my district to ensure an accurate 
count for Florida.  

As an appoiAs an appointee by Governor Charlie Crist to the Statewide Complete 
Count Commiee, my focus has been on the “hard-to-count” areas. 
Broward County ranks twenty-eighth on the U.S Census Bureau’s list 
50 counes with the largest number of people living in 
“hard-to-count” areas.  

EEvery year, the federal government allocates more than $400 billion to 
state, local and tribal governments based on census data.  Every 
1,000.00 addional Floridian counted is worth approximately $1. 5 
million per year in addional federal funding.  

             I am thrilled that legislaon was approved 
             to crack down on the corrupt “pill mills” 
             operang around the state. Pain clinics, 
             especially in South Florida, aract paents
              from all over the country who come to 
             abuse our state’s system. 

Much of this sessionMuch of this session’s health care discussions, however, focused on 
certain requirements under the new federal health care reform law to 
include an opt out provision for the state. A proposed constuonal 
amendment on this issue will appear on the November ballot.  

The The topic of women’s reproducve rights surfaced in the final days of 
the session. I opposed a final version of House Bill 1143, which included 
two controversial components: a statutory ban on health insurance 
“mandates” and a provision that requires a woman to undergo and 
view an ultrasound before having an aboron during the first trimester. 
I am hopeful that Governor Charlie Crist vetoes this legislaon.
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