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Dear Neighbor,

It was an absolute honor to represent you in the state legislature 

these past two years.  The bad economy resulted in significantly less 

revenue, so balancing the state’s budget was a difficult challenge.  

While reductions were necessary in many areas of government, vital 

services such as education continued to be fully funded.

During this session, changes were introduced to improve the 

availability and stability of property insurance. Protections in property 

tax rate increases were also approved to protect Florida residents from 

paying excessive taxes on non-homestead properties. Measures were 

also made to prevent prescription drug abuse. 

I will continue to focus on using taxpayers’ money efficiently while 

improving state services such as education, health care and security.

Thank you for allowing me to serve you.

    Sincerely,

    Representative Ronald “Doc” Renuart

    District 18
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As Medicaid Costs Rise, House Moves to Reform

Pill Mills Feel Pain of Tough New Law  
The abuse of prescription painkillers has 

become a major issue for Florida.  This year, 
to help crack down on this growing threat 
to our communities, the Legislature passed 
legislation to deal with the unscrupulous pain 
clinics – or “pill mills” – around the state.  

Florida is known for many things, 
including our attractions, our beautiful 
weather, and our beaches.  We are doing 
our best to make sure we are no longer 
also known as the pill mill capital of the 
United States.

The Medicaid Program 
continues to consume more and 
more of Florida’s total budget 
each year.  This fiscal year the 
program alone will consume over 
28% of the entire state budget.  
By 2014, that percentage is 
expected to reach 33%. 

Costs continue to climb 
as enrollment in the program 
increases and health care costs 
rise.  Additionally, the Federal 
Health Care Reform Legislation 
recently signed into law by 
President Obama will expand 
Medicaid eligibility to more than 
a million new Floridians.  These 
factors threaten the stability of 
Florida’s Medicaid program as 
well as other vital state programs 
that will inevitably see their share 
of the budget shift to cover the 
cost of Medicaid.  The growth 
of the Medicaid program in its 
current form is unsustainable. 

The House of 
Representatives 
approached 
this issue by 
putting forth a 
comprehensive 
reform plan to 
significantly 
control costs 
while improving 
the quality of 
care.  Florida’s 
current Medicaid 
system consists 
of a patchwork of fee-for-
service plans and 20 different 
managed care waivers with a 
series of carve-outs, exceptions 
and special designations.  The 
current Florida system is the most 
complex in the country. 

The House plan would move 
the Medicaid program into 
a statewide, fully integrated, 
managed care plan.  Participants 
would choose from among 
several plans to fit their individual 
health needs.  The approach 
would streamline the program 
and provide stability to the 

recipients.  Most importantly, 
focusing the state into one 
integrated system would enable 
our agencies to effectively 
measure performance and would 
achieve better health outcomes 
for everyone in the program.

We are disappointed that 
the Senate did not consider our 
carefully crafted, bipartisan plan 
this year, but we have laid a solid 
foundation that we will continue 
to work towards.  The crisis in 
Medicaid continues to grow, 
and we hope our plan achieves 
greater success next Session.

Leaves of Absence 
for Military

Representative Renuart sponsored House Bill 
129 to recognize the importance of the military and 
their families to the State of Florida. House Bill 129 
authorizes public employees who are members of 
the military Reserves or the National Guard to be 
granted leaves of absence for Reserves or Guard 
training for up to 30 days.

Military Reserves and National Guard personnel 
are entitled to leaves of absence from their 
respective duties, without loss of vacation leave, 
pay, time, or efficiency rating, on all days during 
which they are engaged in training or active/
inactive duty. These brave men and women 
provide the State of Florida with safety and security 
in times of need. Under Florida Statute 115.07 
their leave of absence is 17 days. This bill will 
give public employees who serve in the military 
Reserves and National Guard an additional 13 days 
of leave and the necessary support to their families. 

Help for Students with 
Cystic Fibrosis  

Representative Renuart sponsored House Bill 
45 to continue his fight in helping people with 
pancreatic insufficiency and Cystic Fibrosis. 
House Bill 45 authorizes students at risk for 
pancreatic insufficiency or who have been 
diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis to use a prescribed 
pancreatic enzyme supplement while in school, 
participating in school-sponsored activities, or in 
transit to or from school-sponsored activities.

Cystic Fibrosis is the most common life-
shortening, inherited disease with more than 
30,000 Americans diagnosed. In the past, a 
child with Cystic Fibrosis was not likely to live 
past their early years, but these enzymes have 
increased the lifetime of many plagued with 
this disease. HB 45 will allow these special 
children the ability to take these supplemental 
medications prior to snacks and meals as they 
attend school. To ensure the safety of all students 
from the misuse or abuse of the supplements, 
the State Board of Education, in cooperation 
with the Department of Health, shall adopt rules 
for the use of 29 prescribed pancreatic enzyme 
supplements. This bill is a big step forward in the 
struggle to help children with this devastating 
disease live long, prosperous lives.
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Don Davis Memorial 
Interchange

Don Davis was a gifted public servant. He 
represented the people of Jacksonville and the 
State of Florida for many years. This legislation 
renames the interchange at SR 202 and 9A 
in Duval County as the Don Davis Memorial 
Interchange. Former Representative Don Davis’ 
legacy will be enduring through history, and 
Representative Renuart believes this road 
designation is a fitting memorial.

Beach Renourishment
Florida’s beaches play a vital role in its natural 

beauty and tourism. As part of the Environmental 
Protection’s Beach Management funding 
Assistance Program, funds have been allocated 
for beach renourishment. Beach preservation is 
important for storm protection along our beaches.


