
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The 2012 Legislative Session recently concluded and I would like to take this 
opportunity to update you on what occurred.

My focus for session this year was Florida’s economic rebound and to create jobs for
Floridians. I fought relentlessly to protect our schools, improve public safety, and I
worked to ensure that health care services are available to everyone in our community.

I believe the legislature could have done a better job in addressing the priorities of
working families, small businesses and the middle class. I sponsored several bills
that would have protected pedestrians, the legally blind and mobility impaired,
teachers and public employees. The Legislative majority's primary focus was differ-
ent than mine, and focused on big business and privatization, which I felt would be
detrimental to the State. As a result, many decisions were made without my support.

I hope you find this legislative update to be a useful overview on the 2012 Legislative
Session. If you have any questions or would like to discuss any issues, please call my
office at (386) 239-6202, or send me an e-mail at Dwayne.Taylor@myfloridahouse.gov.
And as always, if there is anything that I can do to assist you feel free to contact me.

Thank you for allowing me
to serve in the Florida
House of Representatives.
I consider it a great honor
to represent you, and I
appreciate your vote of
confidence.

Sincerely,

Dwayne L. Taylor
State Representative
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A new state budget was approved
without my support because I believe it
fails Florida’s families and small busi-
nesses and doesn’t prioritize job creation.
I joined other Democrats in the House

of Representatives in warning that we
believe this budget is an assault on
Florida’s middle class with deep cuts to
health care and higher education.
At a time when the Legislature could

have focused more extensively on job cre-
ation, the spending plan cuts more than
4,300 positions from state government
and slashes funding for hospitals, nurs-
ing homes and universities. Though
monies are put toward important proj-
ects, this budget, in my opinion, fails to
meet the overall needs of our state and
eliminates jobs that could bolster
Florida’s economic rebound.
This budget relies upon mandatory

contributions, or what I call a personal
income tax, of 3 percent on teachers, fire-
fighters, police officers and hundreds of
thousands of other participants in the

Florida Retirement System.
An additional $1 billion is put toward

public schools for 2012-13. I think it’s
noteworthy that the additional funds are
$2.1 billion less than what the Legisla-
ture put toward public schools just five
years ago. For college-age students in
working families, the budget sets up a
devastating triangle through a combina-
tion of tuition hikes, cuts in university
funding and reductions in student finan-
cial aid through the Bright Futures Schol-
arship Program.
Again this year, budget writers are

raiding millions of dollars from trust
funds intended to pay for priorities such
as road construction, environmental
land purchases, affordable housing and
fighting fraud. The budget also provides
insufficient funding for Florida Forever,
the state’s land-buying program, and
makes cuts to Clerks of Court opera-
tions, which could lead to job cuts in
our community and difficulties access-
ing the courts.

The big education issue of the session
was the budget, including increases in
funding for K-12 schools. The funds
that have been added fall short of recov-
ering the massive losses incurred over
the past few years. For instance, last
year’s cuts caused a $575-per-student
reduction in school spending. As a re-
sult, this year’s budget restores only
about a quarter of that loss and still
leaves per-pupil spending about $930
less per student than in the 2007-08
school year.

I am concerned that the ongoing finan-
cial challenges of our public schools will
result in layoffs of teachers and other
school employees, cuts in arts and music
programs, and will make it harder to de-
velop a world-class education system for
the 21st Century.I believe these changes
are narrowing the opportunities for our
public school students.
Public universities also got hit with

major cuts at the same time the Legisla-
ture approved tuition hikes and reduc-
tions in student financial aid.

HBudget

HEducation

HHealth Care
One of the most challenging duties facing

the Legislature involves determining how
to meet critical needs of Florida’s most vul-
nerable while managing limited resources.
I can ensure you that health care for Florid-
ians is among my major priorities.
I am pleased that additional funding has

been provided to handle certain increased
Medicaid caseloads, and that monies are
provided for additional elder waiver slots in
the nursing home diversion, PACE, the
Aged and Disabled Waiver, and the Commu-
nity Care for the Elderly Waiver programs. 
The Legislature recognized the impor-

tance of supporting advances in cancer re-
search. This year, $25 million was
committed to biomedical research and serv-
ices at cancer centers throughout the state.
However, I am concerned about cuts to

medical providers who serve Florida’s sen-
iors and the neediest. The new health care
budget includes reimbursement cuts to hos-
pitals in the coming year and reductions to
nursing homes. The annual number of cov-
ered emergency room visits is limited to six
and the number of monthly primary care
doctor visits is limited to two.
It is unfortunate that the State turned

away numerous federal grants, including
ones that would have helped cover the
costs for providing care to mothers, infants
and newborn babies.
Among my concerns, eligibility criteria

for Children’s Medical Services were
amended so that only children with “seri-
ous” health care needs are covered – a
change that will reduce access to this
health coverage.
Meanwhile, a far-reaching overhaul of the

state’s Medicaid program that was signed
into law last year was discussed again in
the Legislature. I remain concerned that it
is a harmful experiment that may have un-
fortunate consequences for families, and I
fear taxpayers will lose accountability when
for-profit private insurers take over.
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In my opinion the Legislature failed
to address the priorities of the middle
class and how to bolster Florida’s 
economic rebound.
A Democratic-led initiative known as

the Fair Economy Act that would have
closed certain business tax loopholes
to avoid spending cuts failed to become
law. Instead, the Legislature approved
a $50,000 exemption to the state’s 5.5
percent corporate income tax, doubling
last year’s cut and taking nearly 4,000
more businesses off the rolls. The tax-
break package also includes breaks for
manufacturing equipment, private

planes, and eases tangible personal
property taxes that businesses pay.
A bill dealing with Unemployment

Compensation was passed that is 
designed to ease costs to Florida’s 
businesses. But opponents are 
concerned that the changes may lead 
to increased taxes in future years 
because of the decreased ability to
repay federal loans that have to be 
repaid with interest.
Meanwhile, an annual back-to-school

sales tax holiday backed by Florida re-
tailers was approved that involves a
three-day tax break in August.

I believe protecting the safety and se-
curity of the public is a fundamental role
of government. Floridians deserve a jus-
tice system that guarantees due process,
a corrections system that provides secure
prisons and law enforcement that pro-
tects and serves all Floridians.
This year, the Legislature tackled the

devastating issue of human trafficking, a
crime that robs individuals of their dignity
and their right to contribute to our soci-
ety. This serious offense requires stricter
penalties, especially in Florida, due to our
geography, rapidly growing population
and high number of visitors every year. 
A Democratic-sponsored bill passed

that would ban the use of restraints on fe-
male prisoners during labor and to
tighten guidelines on how pregnant pris-
oners may be restrained.

HEconomic Development

For the first time in four years, the
Legislature passed an energy bill, and I
believe it will help move the Sunshine
State toward more reliance on renew-
able energy sources. Though a moder-
ate step, the bill offers tax incentives for
utilities and businesses to invest in 
renewable energy projects. It fails,
though, to provide incentives to 
residents to use renewable energy 
devices that could power their homes
and even put excess power on the 
commercial energy grid.

HNatural Resources

HPublic Safety

HRedistricting

HBudget Pie Charts

As you may know, the Legislature has
completed the once-a-decade task of re-
drawing House, Senate and congressional
district boundaries, though legal challenges
and reviews of the maps are still underway.
The Florida Supreme Court rejected as

unconstitutional the Legislature’s first at-
tempt at drawing proposed Senate district
boundaries. The ruling, I believe, was an
exciting victory for the people of Florida
because the proposal failed to meet the
people’s wishes to end extreme partisan
gerrymandering.
Floridians want fair and competitive elec-

tions, and I believe the redistricting maps
that have been crafted fail to meet the pub-
lic’s expectations and will suppress the
voices of Florida’s citizens.
To keep up to speed on any changes to

your representation, I encourage you to
follow news reports in our community and
to reach out to your local Supervisor of
Elections.
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1020 W. International Speedway
Boulevard, Suite 103

Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Phone: (386) 239-6202
Dwayne.Taylor@myfloridahouse.gov
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District Office:
1020 West International Speedway
Boulevard, Suite 103
Daytona Beach, Florida 32114
Phone: (386) 239-6202
Dwayne.Taylor@myfloridahouse.gov

Legislative Assistant:
Shanneé Green
Shannee.Green@myfloridahouse.gov

District Secretary:
L. Beth Beekman
Laura.Beekman@myfloridahouse.gov

Committees:
H State Affairs Committee 
H Higher Education Appropriations
Subcommittee

H Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations 
Subcommittee 

H Congressional Redistricting 
Subcommittee

H Select Committee on Water Policy

Your Voice
in the House

This newsletter is an official legislative communication from the Office of Representative Dwayne Taylor.

Dwayne Taylor NL a_Layout 1  5/24/12  8:58 AM  Page 4


