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      LEGISLATIVE UPDATE                                                                        JULY 2015
 

2015 Committees:  Judiciary, Education, Energy & Utilities,
Higher Education & Workforce (Democratic Ranking Member), Highway & Waterway Safety

     Links:  Representative Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda       
Florida House       Florida Senate     

      
 SUBSCRIBE TO LIST  

 Florida Veterans' Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 

Pictured on the left with Representative Rehwinkel Vasilinda is 
Retired U.S. Marine Corps Lieutenant General Lawrence F. Snowden who was inducted into the

Florida Veterans' Hall of Fame on July 6, 2015 by Governor Scott.   
Other honorees included the late Rear Admirial Leroy Collins Jr., Retired Army Major General

James Lee Dozier, Dr. Harry Frank Farmer Jr. (Retired Colonel), 
and Chief Master Sgt. Eugene Cecil Johnson. 

  
Pictured on the right (from left to right):  Governor Rick Scott, Jane Collins (wife of the late Rear
Admiral LeRoy Collins Jr.), General Calhoun (Adjutant General for the Florida National

Guard), Lt. General Snowden, Chief Master Sgt. Eugene Cecil Johnson, Dr. (Col.) Harry Frank

http://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Committees/committeesdetail.aspx?CommitteeId=2826
http://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Committees/committeesdetail.aspx?CommitteeId=2848
http://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Committees/committeesdetail.aspx?CommitteeId=2843
http://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Committees/committeesdetail.aspx?CommitteeId=2853
http://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Committees/committeesdetail.aspx?CommitteeId=2844
http://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4464&LegislativeTermId=86
http://myfloridahouse.gov/default.aspx
http://flsenate.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/ConversationsWithMichelle#!/ConversationsWithMichelle
http://www.twitter.com/RepMichelle
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/michelle-rehwinkel-vasilinda/b/a73/420
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1113915507581&p=oi
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Farmer Jr., FDVA Executive Director Col. Mike Prendergast, and Sgt. Major Ray A. Quinn
(Chairman of the Florida Veterans Hall of Fame Council).

 
Representative Rehwinkel Vasilinda had this to say about one of the honorees, "The honor is
ours, General Snowden!  Every time I see General Lawrence Snowden and shake his hand I am
aware that I am touching the same hand of a young Captain who held his even younger soldiers
as they lay dying on Iwo Jima or gave his soldiers a pat on the back to encourage them to be
brave and continue the fight.  Thank you General for your exemplary service to country. Thank
you for living a life with courage, compassion, and service to country and community that inspires
us to strive to do the same. It's an honor to know you."

  

Things don't slow down during the summer months following
Sine-Die.  In addition to working on legislation for the upcoming
2016 Legislative Session, Representative Rehwinkel Vasilinda
has been speaking to various groups.  As seen in the picture to
the right, last month she spoke about animal law legislation at a
meeting of the Florida Bar Animal Law Committee.  

Representative Rehwinkel Vasilinda also spoke to Boys State delegates who were at the
Capitol in June and Girls State delegates who were at the Capitol this month.  Boys State and
Girls State are summer leadership and citizenship programs sponsored by the American Legion
and the American Legion Auxiliary for high school juniors.
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In addition to Rep. Rehwinkel Vasilinda, co-panelists at Girls State were Former Circuit Judge
Josefina Tamayo, 2nd Judicial Circuit Court of Leon County, and Florida Highway Patrol

Lieutenant Colonel Kelly Hildreth, Deputy Director for Field Operations 

Special Session Wrap-Up and Budget Summary
 

A Special Session was held June 1st - 19th.  The purpose of this Special
Session was to finish negotiations on the state's budget and consider
other legislation specifically tied into the budget as well as other bills, including
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other legislation specifically tied into the budget as well as other bills, including
a tax-cut package, various areas of health care funding and implementation of
Amendment 1.

During the first week of Special Session, the House voted against the Senate's
FHIX plan.  The House subsequently voted for alternative healthcare solutions
that the Senate did not take up.

On the last day of Special Session, a $78.7 billion dollar budget was passed by
both chambers of the Legislature and sent to the Governor for approval.

This budget includes $427 million dollars in tax cuts; an extension of the
back-to-school sales tax holiday from three days to ten; 3% more funding
on each public school student; and a new bonus program to benefit more
than 4,000 teachers.
This budget sets aside $55 million for land acquisition and $17 million for
the Florida Forever program.
There were no across-the-board state employee raises in the budget;
however, the Legislature left the Florida Retirement System intact.
The Governor signed the budget on Tuesday, June 23rd, and vetoed $461
million dollars of state funding. 

Listed below are budget items that were approved by the House and Senate for
the Tallahassee/Leon County/Big Bend region.  Item numbers 49 through 64,  in
red, were subsequently vetoed by the Governor. 

Legislators will be back in Tallahassee in mid-September to begin work during
the first of the interim committee meeting weeks leading up to the 2016
legislative session, which convenes on Tuesday, the 12th of January.

TALLAHASSEE/LEON COUNTY/BIG BEND REGION FUNDING:

1. FAMU Base - [$134,608,589]
2. FAMU Lottery - [$14,228,081]
3. FAMU Student Success Support Services - [$1,000,000]
4. FAMU Crestview Education Center - [$1,500,000]
5. FAMU Pharmacy Building Phase II - [$1,480,000]
6. FAMU Student Affairs Building - [$6,155,000]
7. FAMU Student Financial Assistance - [$624,417]
8. FAMU/FSU College of Engineering - [$12,999,685]
9. FSU Base - [$474,367,347]
10. FSU Lottery - [$37,680,207]
11. FSU Preeminence Funding - [$25,000,000]
12. FSU Performance Funding - [$16,700,000]
13. FSU Institute for Charter School Research - [$250,000]
14. FSU Law School - [$1,000,000]
15. FSU Boys and Girls State Housing - [$100,000]
16. FSU Campus Compact - [$225,000]
17. FSU Earth Ocean Atmospheric Sciences Building - [$5,000,000]
18. FSU Med School Base Funding - [$45,894,461]
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19. FSU Med School Lottery Grant - [$605,115]
20. FSU Multidisciplinary Educational Services Center - [$450,000]
21. FSU College of Medicine Autism Program - [$1,171,922]
22. FSU Communication/Autism Navigator - [$1,353,292]
23. FSU Student Financial Assistance - [$1,467,667]
24. FSU Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resource Center - [$450,000]
25. FSU Florida Catastrophic Storm Risk Management Center - [$1,500,000]
26. Tallahassee Community College Base - [$24,555,816]
27. Tallahassee Community College Lottery - [$6,851,244]
28. Capitol Technical Center - [$430,624]
29. Florida Channel Closed Captioning - [$390,862]
30. Florida Channel Satellite Transponder Operations - [$800,000]
31. Florida Channel Statewide Governmental and Cultural Affairs - [$497,522]
32. Florida Channel Year Round Broadcasting - [$2,562,588]
33. WFSU-FM Tallahassee - [$100,000]
34. WFSU-TV Tallahassee - [$307,447]
35. Florida African American Heritage Preservation Network - [$400,000]
36. Comprehensive Emergency Services Center for Homeless - [$100,000]
37. Florida Certification Board Recover Residence Administrator Program - [$100,000]
38. Florida Alliance of Boys and Girls Clubs - [$2,547,000]
39. Teen Trendsetters - [$300,000]
40. Veterans' Court - [$125,000]
41. Family Café - [$450,000]
42. African American Task Force - [$100,000]
43. Black Male Explorers - [$500,000]
44. Holocaust Task Force - [$100,000]
45. School Readiness Program - [$8,779,182]
46. School district workforce education programs - [$6,287,075]
47. Voluntary Pre-K Program - [$4,658,678]
48. Early Learning Coalition of the Big Bend - [$16,070,002]
49. Bethel Empowerment Foundation Reentry - [$400,000]
50. Tallahassee Regional Hazardous Materials Response Team Equipment - [$495,000]
51. Florida Certification Board Behavioral Health Training Center - [$100,000]
52. Capitol Region YMCA Family Recreation Center - [$75,000]
53. Centerville Trace Target Area - [$250,000]
54. Tallahassee Lower Central Drainage - [$409,620]
55. Tallahassee Urban League, Taylor House - [$150,000]
56. Jake Gaither House Museum - [$125,000]
57. Adults with Disabilities Workforce Education Pilot Program - [$43,000]
58. Charles Evans-Franklin Building House - [$75,000]
59. TCC Wakulla Environmental Institute - [$1,230,000]
60. FSU Medical School Education Facility - [$3,000,000]
61. FSU Rural Primary Care Residency Program - [$3,000,000]
62. Orchard Pond Parkway Trail, Leon - [$400,000]
63. Veterans Progress Villas Leon County - [$550,000]
64. Firefighter Pay Increase - [$1,557,684]

 Department of State Grants



9/24/2015 Modified Newsletter for our Visually Impaired Constituents

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs163/1113915507581/archive/1121738608876.html 6/7

 
    2015-2016 General Program Support:

Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science, Inc. - [$73,761]
The Tallahassee Ballet, Inc. - [$29,046]
Florida State University Foundation, Inc. - [$57,150]
Tallahassee Little Theatre, Inc. - [$22,804]
Tallahassee-Leon County Cultural Resources Commission - [$48,079]
621 Gallery, Inc. - [$3,649]
Young Actors Theatre of Tallahassee, Inc. - [$25,879]
Tallahassee Youth Orchestras, Inc. - [$5,337]
Florida Music Educators Association, Inc. - [$66,631]
World Ballet, Inc. - [$6,764]
The Artist Series of Tallahassee, Inc. - [$5,536]
Florida Association of Museums Foundation, Inc. - [$22,641]
Florida Art Education Association, Inc. - [$11,414]
Florida School Music Association, Inc. - [$16,583]
Tallahassee Community College Communications and Humanities - [$34,554]
John G. Riley Center/Museum for African American History & Culture, Inc. - [$17,491]

               
   2015-2016 Specific Cultural Projects:
            The Foundation for Leon County Schools, Inc./Two Regimes, Witness to

Holocaust - [$25,000]
 
   2015-2016 Cultural Endowments:
            Friends of the Museums of Florida History - [$240,000]
            Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Sciences, Inc. - [$240,000]

 
   2015-2016 Small-Matching Historic Preservation Grants:
            Tallahassee Downtown Improved Authority Main Street Start Up - [$10,000]
            Restoration and Rehabilitation of the Rough House at Goodwood - [$50,000] 
            LeMoyne Art Foundation, Inc. Meginniss-Munroe House - [$50,000]
 
Transportation Projects

1. City of Tallahassee Transit Operating Assistance - [$1,157,252]
2. SR 63 (US 27) Monroe St from S of Lakeshore Drive to N of John Knox - [$1,391,979]
3. SR 10 (US 90) from Apex Drive to East of CR 59 - [$2,699,528]
4. SR 20 (US 27) from SR 61 (US 27) to E of SR 261 (US319) - [$4,450,856]
5. SR 263 Capital Cir from CR 2203 Springhill Rd to SR 371 Orange Ave - [$2,227,600]

 

 
Please visit the Florida House of Representatives website to track bills, review
committee schedules, packets, and our work. You can also check out my voting
record on the bills that were taken up during the regular and special legislative
sessions this year.  

  

http://myfloridahouse.gov/
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If you have any questions, suggestions, or would like to discuss any issues, please

call my office at (850) 717-5009, or write to me via e-mail at:

Michelle.Rehwinkel@myfloridahouse.gov. Please like my Facebook page and follow

me on Twitter. Thanks to all of you who have called, emailed, texted, or visited

me to share your thoughts and ideas.
  
Sincerely,
  

 Michelle   

Office Address: 1001 The Capitol, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300  
Office Phone: 850-717-5009     Office Fax: 850-488-3336

mailto:Michelle.Rehwinkel@myfloridahouse.gov
https://www.facebook.com/ConversationsWithMichelle
https://twitter.com/RepMichelle
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT_MFBLBLU

