
Dear Neighbor: 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve as your State Representative.  It is an 

honor to represent the people of District 32 (Central and South Lake County) in the Florida 

House of Representatives. 

In early May we concluded the 2017 regular legislative session in Tallahassee, and in early 

June we concluded a special session to address issues arising out of certain budget vetoes 

by Governor Scott and to implement regulations for medical marijuana in Florida.   In 

my view, these two sessions combined accomplished much on behalf of all Floridians.  

The Legislature passed over 230 bills this session, and some of the most significant bills 

are highlighted on pages 2 and 3 of this Report.  During the regular session, I also worked 

diligently on my sponsored legislation.  Three of my bills were passed by both chambers, 

while seven more were passed by the House but died in the Senate.  Please see the back 

page of this Report for a summary.  

The Florida Legislature’s only constitutional obligation each year is to pass a balanced 

budget.  This year’s $82.4 billion budget is fiscally responsible and prioritizes funding in 

the best interests of all Floridians.  In addition, we maintained $3.2 billion in reserves.  The 

Legislature ended state-funded corporate welfare by creating a new approach to funding 

economic development for Enterprise Florida that will focus on infrastructure improvements 

and workforce development rather than providing financial incentives to specific companies.  

Also, we required greater oversight and transparency for VISIT FLORIDA while funding 

promotion of tourism in fiscally responsible and accountable ways.

Several Lake County budget requests that I submitted and advocated for were funded, 

including $10 million for the completion of Citrus Grove Road (which will connect U.S. 

Highway 27 to the new Turnpike interchange) and $1,123,634 to fund a mental health Crisis 

Stabilization Unit to be operated by LifeStream in South Lake County.

Additionally, I was pleased the Legislature passed over $180 million in tax cuts this session.  

These tax cuts will benefit many Floridians, including homeowners, students, families and 

more.  I was proud to support these tax cuts because I firmly believe Floridians deserve to 

keep more of their hard-earned money.

I hope you find this Legislative Report to be a useful source of information.  If you have 

any questions, or would like to discuss any issues, please call my office at 352-989-9134, or 

send me an email at Larry.Metz@myfloridahouse.gov.  If we can be of any assistance to you, 

please let us know.   Thank you again for entrusting me to represent you.

      Respectfully,

      Larry Metz

      State Representative, District 32
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Legislature Passes  
Balanced Budget

The Legislature fulfilled its constitutional requirement to 
pass a balanced budget.  This year, we passed an $82.4 billion 
budget for FY 2017-2018.  This year’s budget takes the first 
step to curtail the practice of binding future legislatures with 
recurring dollar commitments to particular member projects.  
Although some are worthwhile, such projects are not a core 
function of government.  Therefore, projects should be reviewed 
and reconsidered on an annual basis rather than funded with 
recurring revenue.  Some other budget highlights follow:

•	 Puts $3.2 billion in reserves for a rainy day; and

•	 Raises K-12 student funding by $100 per student.

Tax Relief Passed
The Legislature passed 

HJR 7105, which is a 
proposed constitutional 
amendment that would add 
an additional $25,000 to the 
homestead tax exemption.  
Currently, the first $25,000 
of assessed value of a 
homestead property is 
exempt from taxation, and 
there is a second homestead 
exemption on the assessed 
value between $50,000 and 

$75,000, for non-school taxes only.  Under this resolution, 
another homestead tax exemption would apply on the assessed 
value between $100,000 and up to $125,000, also for non-school 
taxes only.  The voters must first approve the amendment in the 
2018 general election before it takes effect.  

The Legislature also passed and the Governor signed HB 
7109, which cut taxes for millions of Floridians.  Under this tax 
package, students, parents, veterans, homeowners, job creators, 
job seekers, farmers, and others will receive a tax cut.  The 
following are some highlights of the tax package: 

•	 Provides a three-day Back-to-School sales tax 
holiday from August 4-6, 2017;

•	 Keeps the Lake County School District’s property 
tax (also known as the Required Local Effort) at the 
same level as last year;

•	 Reduces the business rent tax from 6 percent to 5.8 
percent; and

•	 Provided a three-day disaster preparedness sales 
tax holiday from June 2-4, 2017.  

Economic Programs Reformed
During the special session held in June, the Legislature 

passed HB 1A which creates the Florida Job Growth Grant 
Fund.  The bill provides $85 million in non-recurring funds to 
be used for public infrastructure and workforce training but 
prohibits these funds from being used for the exclusive benefit 
of any single company.  VISIT FLORIDA and Enterprise Florida 
are both funded through this legislation, and the bill keeps the 
accountability and transparency measures that were passed 
during the regular session.  

Death Penalty Fix
SB 280, which was passed by both chambers and signed into 

law by Governor Scott, restores Florida’s death penalty law.   
The updated law was necessitated by recent court decisions and 
requires that a jury be unanimous in their recommendation to 
impose the death penalty.  I believe the death penalty remains 
a significant deterrent of crime, and I am glad we are getting the 
process back on track.  

Education Reform Bill Puts Kids First

This session, the Legislature passed and the Governor 
signed into law a far-reaching education reform bill.  HB 7069 
incorporates many of the education bills the Florida House 
worked hard to pass this session.  This bill addresses issues and 
policies that were vetted, discussed, and debated by both the 
House and Senate throughout the interim committee weeks and 
session.  Below are some highlights of this legislation.  

The bill expands and revises the Best and Brightest Teacher 
Program in order to provide annual bonuses to qualified teachers.  
Teachers who do not meet the criteria for Best and Brightest but 
are rated as highly effective or effective will also receive a bonus.  
These bonuses will be available for each of the next three years.  

The bill creates the Best and Brightest Principal Program to 
identify and reward principals, especially those in Title I schools.  
Principals in Title I schools will receive a bonus of $5,000 while 
other eligible principals will receive a $4,000 bonus.

The bill ensures students in failing schools have access to 
better learning opportunities through the Schools of Hope 
Program.  The bill gives districts the flexibility to create and 
implement district managed charter schools as a turnaround 
option for failing schools.  The bill also authorizes grants to high- 
performing “hope operators” that have a track record of high-
performance in closing the achievement gap to serve students in 
persistently failing schools.   

The bill establishes the Schools of Excellence Program to 
reward schools that have proven track records of academic 
success by giving them more administrative flexibility to continue 
to innovate and educate our students at a high level.  

The bill supports parental choice by allowing high-performing 
charter schools to more easily open another school in low-
performing areas, expands the Gardiner Scholarship Program 
and allowable uses of funds under that program, and expands 
access to virtual education for students throughout the state.   

The bill provides relief from excessive testing.   It eliminates 
the Algebra 2 end-of-course exam, requires paper-based 
assessments for grades 3-6, moves the majority of statewide 
assessments to the last four weeks of a district’s school year, and 
provides parents and teachers with timely and useful assessment 
results.

The bill responds to the need for more civics education in 
our K-12 public schools and post-secondary institutions and 
establishes civic literacy requirements.  This will help students 
become civically engaged adults who make positive contributions 
to their communities.  

Finally, the bill requires traditional public schools to provide 
20 minutes of recess (consecutive free play) per day for students 
in grades K-5.  

Medical Marijuana Implementation
During the special session in June, the Legislature passed HB 5A 

to implement rules and regulations for medical marijuana.  Under 
Amendment 2, the Department of Health must adopt rules for 
patient and caregiver identification cards, caregiver qualifications, 
medical marijuana treatment centers (MMTCs) and patient supply 
limits by July 3, 2017, and must begin registering MMTCs and 
issuing identification cards by October 3, 2017.   HB 5A creates a 
regulatory framework for licensing MMTCs and marijuana testing 
labs; growing, processing, testing, transporting and dispensing 
medical marijuana; registering qualified patients and caregivers; 
certifying patients for medical use of marijuana; and obtaining 
medical marijuana by a qualified patient or caregiver.



Protecting the Right to Self-Defense 
The Stand Your Ground law 

allows for a pre-trial hearing for 
anyone who claims that he or 
she acted in self-defense.  The 
purpose of the law is to support 
the constitutional right to self-
defense and to allow individuals 
who act in self-defense to avoid 
the lengthy and costly burden 
of a full trial.  Unfortunately, 
courts ruled that the burden of 
proof during the pre-trial Stand 
Your Ground hearing is on the 
person claiming they acted in 
self-defense.  SB 128 follows 
the intent of the original Stand 
Your Ground law and puts the burden on the state, not the accused, to prove by clear and 
convincing evidence the accused did not act in self-defense.  SB 128 was signed into law 
by Governor Scott.  

Formal Apology for Injustice  
Against Groveland Four

The Legislature 
passed a resolution I 
co-sponsored issuing a 
formal apology for the 
state’s gross injustices 
against Charles Greenlee, 
Walter Irvin, Samuel 
Shepherd, and Ernest 
Thomas, who came to be 
known as the “Groveland 
Four.”  Regardless 
of what transpired 
that fateful night in 
the summer of 1949, 
when a young woman 
accused them of rape, 
these four men were 
victims of abhorrent 
racism and violence 
from the very beginning 

of their interaction with law enforcement and the criminal justice system.  Before the 
entire saga was over, three of these men had been gunned down under highly suspicious 
circumstances, two of them fatally.   The complete failure of the criminal justice system 
to protect their constitutional rights and provide them a fair trial free of systemic bias 
and racism taints their convictions such that the Groveland Four must be pardoned.   
Accordingly, the resolution provides an official apology to them and their families and 
urges the Governor and Cabinet to perform expedited clemency review of their cases and 
grant full pardons.

Renewable 
Energy

After voters 
overwhelmingly passed 
Amendment 4 last year to 
expand the solar market in 
Florida, the Legislature acted 
decisively to implement the 
amendment.  The Legislature 
passed SB 90, which expands 
a renewable-energy tax break 
to commercial and industrial 
properties.

All bills can be reviewed at  
www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/bills.aspx

Condominium Laws 
Reformed

The Legislature passed HB 1237, which 
reforms our condominium laws.  The bill 
addresses many of the issues raised in a 
recent grand jury investigation that found 
fraud and rampant abuse of power within 
condominium associations.  Some of the 
many reforms the bill provides include 
the following: prohibiting an officer, 
director or manager from accepting a 
kickback; increasing access to records; 
providing a means for the state to compel 
an association to furnish financial reports 
to a member; removing the ability of a 
board to refuse to recognize a recall; and 
eliminating conflicts of interests.

Lake O Water 
Resources Bill

SB 10 was passed to address 
enviromental problems in the Everglades 
Agricultural Area and Lake Okeechobee.  
The bill provides a needed solution to 
clean and store water south of Lake 
Okeechobee and reduce harmful, polluted 
water discharges into nearby estuaries.  
Highlights of the bill include options for 
creating additional water storage south 
of Lake Okeechobee and components to 
help grow the local economy.  SB 10 was 
signed by Governor Scott.  

Uniform Rules 
for Ridesharing 

Companies
The Legislature passed HB 221, 

which establishes a uniform statewide 
regulatory framework for ridesharing 
companies like Uber and Lyft.  Currently, 
ridesharing companies in Florida follow 
local laws and regulations, which change 
from city to city and county to county.  
HB 221 implements standardized 
regulations for ridesharing companies, 
including but not limited to: minimum 
insurance requirements for drivers and 
companies; a zero-tolerance policy 
on drug and alcohol abuse by drivers; 
extensive background and driving history 
checks; nondiscrimination and disability 
access compliance; and requirements to 
maintain records on riders and drivers.  
HB 221 was signed into law by Governor 
Scott.  



CS/CS/HB 455 – Tax Exemption for First Responders and 
Surviving Spouses  
•	 This bill implements Amendment 3, which the voters approved 

last year, authorizing a homestead tax exemption for totally and 
permanently disabled first responders whose disability occurred in 
the line of duty.

•	 Passed by the House and Senate and was signed by Governor Scott.    

CS/CS/CS/HB 479 – Government Accountability
•	 Among other things, this bill defines fraud, waste and abuse and 

creates a statutory duty on the part of state and local governmental 
entities to implement internal controls to prevent and detect 
fraud, waste and abuse.  Provides other reforms to promote 
greater transparency, oversight and accountability in certain local 
governmental entities. 

•	 Passed by the House but died in the Senate. 

CS/HB 697– Federal Immigration Enforcement 
•	 This bill prohibits state entities, local governmental entities and 

law enforcement agencies from adopting sanctuary policies that 
thwart enforcement of existing federal immigration law and provides 
consequences if they fail to comply. 

•	 Passed by the House but died in the Senate.

HM 825 – Preventing Voting by Non-Citizens 
•	 This bill urges Congress to amend certain federal laws to remove 

obstacles to states exercising their authority and obligation, under 
state and federal law, to protect the integrity of elections by ensuring 
that only United States citizens are registered to vote.

•	 Passed by the House but died in the Senate.

HB 939 – Use or Operation of a Drone by Certain 
Offenders  
•	 Prohibits certain sexual predators from using a drone to view or 

record images of minors in specified locations and creates a third-
degree felony for violations. 

•	 Passed by the House but died in the Senate.

CS/HB 1315 – Lake County Water Authority
•	 This bill seeks to clarify and limit the purposes and powers of the 

LCWA, the enabling act for which was originally passed in 1953.  

•	 Passed by the House and Senate and was signed by Governor Scott.

HB 1317 – North Lake County Hospital District 
•	 In 2016 the voters of the North Lake County Hospital District voted 

to continue the North Lake County Hospital District for another ten 
years.   This bill implements the result of the referendum by changing 
the date of the next referendum to the general election of 2026 and 
changing the district’s expiration date to the end of its fiscal year in 
2027 if it is not continued by the voters in 2026.  

•	 Passed by the House and Senate and was signed by Governor Scott.  

CS/HJR 7001 – State Officers Post-Service Personal 
Representation Prohibition 
•	 Proposes an amendment to Florida’s Constitution that would extend 

the post-service personal representation ban from two to six years.  
If it had been passed by a three-fifths vote of both houses of the 
legislature, the proposed constitutional amendment would have 
appeared on the 2018 ballot, where it would have required 60% voter 
approval for passage.  

•	 Passed by the House but died in the Senate.

CS/HB 7003 – State Officers Post-Service Lobbying 
Restrictions 
•	 This bill would statutorily extend the current ban on post-service 

lobbying from two years to six years.  CS/HB 7003 prevents legislators 
and statewide elected officers from personally representing a 
person or entity for compensation before any state agency or state 
government body for six years after leaving office.

•	 Passed by the House but died in the Senate.  

CS/HB 7021 – Local Government Ethics Reform 
•	 Provisions of the bill include: requiring certain elected municipal 

officers to file a more detailed financial disclosure; expanding annual 
ethics training requirements for special district governing board 
members; expanding restrictions when a conflict of interest exists; 
and requiring lobbyists to register with a statewide database before 
they can lobby local government bodies.

•	 Passed by the House but died in the Senate.  

HR  8073 – Armed Forces Day
•	 Recognizes May 20, 2017 as “Armed Forces Day” in the State of 

Florida.

•	 Adopted by publication.

Rep. Metz’s Sponsored Legislation Highlights

Rep. Metz’s Co-Sponsored Legislation Highlights

State Rep. Larry Metz invites you to attend one of his

POST-SESSION TOWN HALL MEETINGS

For more information on these bills and other legislation, visit www.MyFloridaHouse.gov/sections/bills/bills.aspx

Wed., July 5th – 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.:
Cagan Crossings Library (Four Corners Area)

16729 Cagan Oaks
Clermont

Thurs., July 6th – 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.: 
Clermont City Center 

620 West Montrose Street
Clermont

Mon., July 10th – 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.:
Leesburg Community Center

109 East Dixie Avenue
Leesburg

Tues., July 11th – 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.:
Town of Howey-in-the-Hills – Council Chambers   

101 North Palm Avenue
Howey-in-the-Hills

Wed., July 12th – 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.:
Tavares Civic Center (Joint meeting) 

100 East Caroline Street
Tavares 

HJR 1 – Judicial Term Limits 
•	 Proposes an amendment to the Florida Constitution to limit Supreme 

Court justices and District Court judges to 12 consecutive years in office.  

•	 Passed by the House but died in the Senate. 

HB 65 – Civil Remedies for Terrorism
•	 Creates a civil cause of action for a person injured or killed by an act 

of terrorism. 

•	 Passed by the House and Senate and was signed by Governor Scott.  

CS/CS/HB 1383 – Human Trafficking 
•	 Requires the Department of Children and Families to conduct 

multidisciplinary staffing on child victims of sexual exploitation to 

determine the child’s service and placement needs; requires a case 
plan for victims of child sexual exploitation and requires certain 
individuals to complete a course in human trafficking. 

•	 The companion bill, CS/CS/SB 852, was passed by the House and 
Senate and signed by Governor Scott.

CS/HB 7083 – Ethics Reform 
•	 Addresses public officer and employee conduct regarding solicitation 

and negotiation of conflicting and potentially conflicting income-
producing relationships; addresses post-service lobbying restrictions 
for certain elected and appointed officers; and revises executive 
branch lobbyist registration requirements.

•	 Passed by the House but died in the Senate.


