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State Representative Serving House District 47

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
It has been a tremendous honor to serve as your voice in Tallahassee over the last two 

years.  As my first term is coming to a close, I want to thank you for the opportunity to 
represent District 47 and I hope to continue serving many of you in the coming years.

We had a busy session this past year.  On top of tackling major budget issues, we undertook the once-
a-decade process of redistricting.  Chair Weatherford and the Redistricting Committee conducted the most 
open and transparent redistricting process in Florida’s history.  The House maps were unanimously affirmed 
by the Supreme Court shortly after they were submitted.

I sponsored several significant pieces of legislation this year.  In order to make Florida a more business 
friendly state, I sponsored a de-regulation bill aimed at finally having Florida ranked as the #1 place to do 
business.  We are currently ranked by Chief Executive’s annual survey as the #2 State, but I will not stop 
supporting business growth until we reach the top spot.  We also helped lower taxes on consumers by passing 
Communications Services Tax, which ensures that Florida consumers do not continue paying excessive taxes 
on goods or services that are not “communications services.”  In addition to these tax cuts, I helped sponsor 
legislation that will allow an increase Moffitt’s share of the cigarette tax revenue so that they can begin 
expansion projects to their already revolutionary cancer treatment facilities.  My final priority this session 
was Relief for Eric Brody.  This young man and his family have been fighting for justice for more than 10 
years and I am happy to say that we were finally able to bring closure to the issue.

I am pleased with the work that the House of Representatives was able to do this session.  We worked 
together to keep our promises to live within our means, keep taxes low, and create a stronger economic 
foundation for Florida.  Of course, none of this would have been possible without the overwhelming support 
and input from you.  I appreciate the time many of you took to write, call, or stop by my office.  Your 
feedback is critical to my office’s ability to represent you in Tallahassee.

Please continue to stay in touch and let us know if there is anything that my office can do to help you.
	 Very Truly Yours,

	 James W. Grant

Capitol Office 
1003 The Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 488-0275
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3.	 What initiative would you like to see the Legislature address during the 2013 Legislative Session?_	
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Please take a moment to fill out the survey below and send it back via mail, fax, or email.  
If you prefer, you can also call our district office to share your thoughts with our legislative 
staff.  Your feedback and input are invaluable. 
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Fiscal Year  
2012-2013 

Conference Report 
HB 5001  

– All Funds

Total 
 $70.0 Billion  

(In Millions of Dollars)
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From the time I campaigned for this office, I have been 
adamant that “keeping government out of the business of 
business will be essential to economic recovery in Florida.” 
I promised to remain firm in that belief and I have. Florida 
has experienced a drop in unemployment and experienced 
private sector growth over the last two years because of the 
efforts of so many.  I sponsored HB 517, which has been 
signed into law, in an effort to continue minimizing the 
size and impact of government on our small businesses. If 
our efforts to become the greatest state in the Union to live 
and work are to be successful, we must allow business to 
grow free from unnecessary and costly regulations. 

Putting money back in the hands of Floridians will 
do much more for the growth of our economy than 
any government stimulus.  There are those that believe 
government knows best and that we as citizens should be 
dependent on government.  Since getting elected in 2010, 
I have continued looking for ways to cut government 
waste and to put money back in your hands.  The 
Communications Services Tax reform I filed will do exactly 
that now that it has been signed into law. HB 809 ensures 
that customers do not pay these excessive taxes any longer, 
as well as, establishes a task force to review and recommend 
ways to further simplify this insidious tax and options for a 
hopeful reduction of the overall tax burden on Floridians.  I 
was honored to accept the Champion for Business Award 
from the Associated Industries of Florida for my work on 
behalf of consumers across the state.
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The Moffitt Cancer Center does so much more than 
just creating tremendous economic impact in Tampa Bay.  
Moffitt affects families around the world.  

Because of what Moffitt means to our economy and 
quality of life, I again this year filed legislation to ensure 
that the revenues created from the cigarette tax are used 
for their stated purpose of cancer research and treatment. 
Prior to cuts that occurred before I was elected, Moffitt 
received approximately 4.88% of the cigarette tax revenues.  
The cuts left Moffitt receiving roughly 1.48 percent of the 
revenues.  

I am proud to report to you that we made significant 
progress this past session and were able to restore more 
than half of the previous cuts.  Moffitt is currently at 
maximum capacity for treatment and research. Fully 
restoring the cuts would enable Moffitt to break ground 
on an expansion project that would immediately create 
thousands of construction jobs and be home to more than 
1,200 high-paying and permanent jobs. 

I remain and committed and look forward to the day 
our community witnesses the ground-breaking for the next 
generation of cancer care.

Eric Brody is a 17 year old boy from South Florida 
whose life changed in a tragic second. At the same time 
Eric was driving home from working a night shift, a 
Broward County Sherriff’s Deputy was driving nearly 70 
miles per hour in a 45 miles per hour zone because he had 
missed the beginning of his shift. 

The deputy crashed into Mr. Brody’s car and left Eric 
a quadriplegic with limited brain activity. The Broward 
County Sheriff’s Office had previously purchased an 
insurance policy which covered situations such as this but 
the insurance company refused to settle the claim. The case 
went to trial and the jury awarded the Brody family $30 
million dollars for Eric’s past and future damages. 

Due to Florida’s Sovereign Immunity law legislative 
action was required to have the Brody’s compensated. 
Without such a bill to force the insurance company to 
honor the policy they sold, the taxpayers of Florida would 
continue footing the bill for Eric’s care.  

The past two years I’ve had the honor in representing 
Eric and his family in trying to bring closure and finality to 

an event that occurred more than 14 years ago. The bill I 
filed last year to provide the needed relief died on the final 
night of session. 

This year, with the help of my friend Senator Lizbeth 
Benaquisto, we were able to pass CS/SB 4 which finally 
delivered justice and provided closure for a very deserving 
family. 

Too often, veterans have difficulty entering the 
workforce upon returning home.  Bureaucracy’s making it 
more difficult for even one veteran to re-enter the workforce 
is one too many and that is why  I included language 
in HB 517 to support our veterans attempts to join the 
private sector.  The passage of HB 517 was progress for 
our veterans but there is much left to be done and I look 
forward to continuing to fight on their behalf.

Recognizing our VeteransContinuing to Fight for Moffitt

Relief for Brody

Reducing Red Tape

Money in pockets  
for Consumers

Mark Your Calendar

Open House

July 26
5:30-7:30 pm

District Office
12956 N Dale Mabry Hwy.

Tampa, FL

Back-To-School 
Sales Tax  
Holiday

August 3-5

Primary  
Election  

Date

August 14

General  
Election  

Date

November 6
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