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House Passes Campaign Finance Reform Legislation to Increase
Transparency and Accountability
Tallahassee, Fla.—The Florida House of Representatives today passed priority campaign
finance reform legislation, CS/CS/CS/HB 569 relating to the Florida Election Code.
“These meaningful reforms bring sanity to our campaign finance system and empower Floridians
with more transparency about how candidates are using campaign resources,” said House
Speaker Will Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel). “The legislation passed today strikes an
appropriate balance between the public’s need for greater transparency and accountability in
political organizations and the right both groups and individuals have to engage directly in
Florida’s political process.”
CS/CS/CS/HB 569 eliminates committees of continuous existence (CCEs), raises the cap on
direct campaign contributions to candidates from $500 to $5,000 for statewide candidates and
Supreme Court Justices up for retention and to $3,000 for all other candidates, and allows for
unlimited contributions to political committees (PCs). The legislation also increases the
frequency with which financial disclosure reports must be filed by candidates, political
committees and ECOs, and allows a candidate elected to state office to retain up to $20,000 in
surplus campaign funds for use in the next election for the same office.
“Our goal is to increase transparency and accountably in Florida’s campaign finance system. The
voters, and all citizens of Florida, have a right to know who is donating to candidates and
political committees, and make educated decisions regarding the relationship between candidates
and their contributors. This legislation helps do that,” said bill sponsor Rep. Rob Schenck (RSpring Hill).
In January, Speaker Weatherford identified campaign finance as a priority in the House and
Senate’s “Work Plan Florida.” By eliminating CCEs, the bill will help to ensure more campaign
dollars are spent through campaigns. The bill previously passed the House Appropriations and
State Affairs Committees and the House Ethics and Elections subcommittee.
###

