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Work Plan Florida Road Journal: Panhandle Region
Pensacola, FL – Senate President Don Gaetz (R-Niceville) and House Speaker Will
Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel) today visited communities in the Panhandle as part of their
Work Plan Florida Road Trip to highlight accomplishments from the 2013 Legislative Session.
On Wednesday and Thursday, Senate President Gaetz and Speaker Weatherford made stops in
Panama City, Fort Walton Beach, Gulf Breeze and Pensacola.
Visit to iSirona: Senate President Gaetz and House Speaker Will Weatherford visited the
Panama City headquarters of iSirona, a company helping clinicians make more informed
decisions about patients by providing an easy to use approach to medical device integration.
Using iSirona’s software solution, hospitals can virtually connect any medical device to their
CIS, providing clinicians with faster access to more accurate patient information and freeing
nurses from the burden of hand-entering patient data. The Speaker and Senate President learned
about how iSirona partners with Florida State University’s Panama City campus and continues to
create jobs in the local economy. Last year (August 2012) the company announced an expansion
as a result of receiving $350,000 through the Industry Recruitment, Retention and Expansion
Fund (IRREF) via the Oil Spill Recovery Act and $180,000 via the QTI tax refund program.
Both incentives are performance-based. No funding will be awarded until jobs are created and
maintained.
Lunch with the Fort Walton Beach Yacht Club: Joined by Representative Matt Gaetz (R-Fort
Walton Beach), the Speaker and Senate President addressed a group of Fort Walton Beach
residents, sharing with them the Legislature’s accomplishments during the 2013 session. Topics
included ethics and campaign finance reform, the Legislature’s review of election law and
working to maintain a job creation climate.
Visit to the Andrews Institute to meet with armed service men and women supported by
the Eagle Fund: The Eagle Fund provides wounded warriors access to the Andrews Institute’s
world-class continuum of care. By providing customized and structured care, the program helps
return wounded warriors to duty. The Speaker and Senate President were joined by
Representative Gaetz, Representative Clay Ingram (R-Pensacola), and Representative-elect Mike
Hill (R-Pensacola). During the visit, the members saw firsthand the technology available to our
wounded warriors, many of whom seek to return to service. The Institute has created 150 new

jobs, with nearly $10 million in wages, in the highly educated and technical fields of
musculoskeletal research and health care.
Visit to the University of West Florida’s College of Business: While visiting the University of
West Florida’s College of Business, the members received a briefing on a number of university
partnerships, including several mentoring programs that pair students with local professionals.
The presentation highlighted relationships that link UWF with other universities across the state
as well as the local economy and jobs. Portions of the discussion highlighted the University’s
plans for IT performance funding awarded last year, a number of health care programs as well as
the university’s online MBA and Master’s of Public Health programs. UWF offers more than
550 classes online. The Speaker and Senate President were joined by Representatives Gaetz,
Ingram, and Hill.
Meeting with Pensacola Business Leaders: President Gaetz and Speaker Weatherford were
joined by Commissioner Adam Putnam and Representatives Gaetz and Ingram to discuss with
local business leaders the economic accomplishments of the 2013 Legislative
Session. Additionally, the members heard from local business leaders, who spoke about their role
in job creation as well as obstacles to growing business.
Meeting with the Florida Chamber Board of Directors: Speaker Weatherford and Senate
President Gaetz spoke to the Florida Chamber Board of Directors and discussed the highlights of
the 2013 Legislative Session helping to improve Florida’s economic climate. This includes
significant reforms to Florida’s education system – linking workforce and education – as well as
tax incentives to keep Florida competitive as a destination for new business.
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